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H     E     L     O     I     S     E. 


CHAP.     XIL 

ELOISE,  after  her  removal 
'  to  the  feraglio  of  the  Baihaw, 
-v^ho  had  received  her  from  the  hand 
of  MahomeTj  found  the  wretchednefs 
of  her  fituation  more  intolerable  than 
ever  :  Die  well  knew  that,  when  once 
the  mailive  portals  of  that  dire  retreat 
are  clofed,  it  is  almojl  certain  that 
death  alone  can  fct  the  captive  free. 

A  A  con* 
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A  confiderable  time  was  fuffered  to 
elapfe,  and  yet  llie  had  not  any  noti- 
fication of  the  Bafhaw*s  intention  to 
vifit  her.  He  aded  thus  dehberately, 
from  a  flattering  hope  that  time  would 
prepare  the  way  for  his  afllduities,  and 
render  the  objed  of  them  lefs  over- 
whelmed with  melancholy. 

In  this  expedation  he  was  miftakcn; 
for  time  (unaided  by  fuccejjion  of  ideas) 
ferved^  if  poffible,  to  fix  a  melancholy 
hue  more  deeply  on  her  mind  :  igno- 
rant of  the  language  of  the  country, 
flie  was  deprived  of  the  only  comfort 
her  prifon  afforded, — being  of  courfe 
incapable  of  mixing  even  in  the  con- 

verfation 
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verfation  of  the  Haram — and  her  woe- 
worn  mind^  being  totally  unrelieved 
by  any  thing  that  could  divert^  em- 
ploy, or  aoiufe,  naturally  fell  a  vi<ftim 
to  abfolute  defpair. 

Thelofs  of  reafon  ibon  followed,-— 
©f  which  event  the  Bafhavv  being  in- 
formed, he  refolved  immediately  to 
vifit  his  captive  :  on  his  entrance  he 
found  the  lovely  mourner  talking  in- 
coherently to  herfelf.  Her  expreiHon 
of  countenance  had  undergone  a  con- 
fiderable  alteration  ;  her  features  had 
alTumed  that  intereiiing  cafl,  to  which 
thofe  who  vifit  the  refidence  of  def- 
ponding  woe  are  no  ftrangers.  She 
A  2  appeared 
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appeared  ready  to  weep,  but  alas  ! 
her  wretchednefs  was  one,  to  which, 
the  relief  of  tears  is  denied. — She 
fighed,  then  turned  her  eyes  to  Hea- 
ven, as  if  to  feek  her  lover  there. — 
Defpair,  (perhaps  hope)  called  them 
back  to  earth. — She  faw  the  Baihaw, 
and  w^th  eagernefs  flie  feized  his 
hand ;  and  then  exclaimed,  "  Were 
you  at  Rhodes  ?  I  knozv  you  were  : 
your  hands  are  bloody  ;  tell  me  did  he 
fall }  Oh  that  this  hreajl  had  been  his 
•ihield  !" 

The  Bafliaw  had  been  long  a  pri- 
foner  at  Rhodes ;  where  he  became 
fr.fhciently  acquainted   with   French 

fully 
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fully  to  underlland  the  converfation  of 
Heloise  ;  his  ignorance  of  her  fcory 
inclined  him  to  fiippofe^  that  her  af- 
fedions  might  have  been  engaged  by 
Paleologue;  after  liilening,  there- 
fore^ for  fome  time  (in  filent  wonder)  to 
theeffufionsofherdifordered  mind^  he, 
at  length  approached  her ;  but  with 
that  reverence  always  paid,  among  the 
Turks,  to  perfons  bereft  of  reafon; 
and,  on  that  account,  fuppofed  to  be 
under  the  immediate  guidance  of  di- 
vine infpiration. 

Heloise  once  more  broke  forth  ; 
and  (approaching  the  Bafhaw)  fne 
cried^  ''  Take  care  \—7m  are  at  the 

top--' 
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fop— you  can  go  no  higher^— you  willfooH 
fall  headlong  "  Beware ! — the  rock 
begins  to  nod — Hark,  how  the  billows 
hoarfely  roar !  and  laJJj,  with  angry 
wave,  the  rock  wher-con  we  Jiand ! — 
Have  mercy  I — is  this  the  rock  of 
Rhodes F — Ah  no! — That  zvas  bloody — 
Ah  me  I — fay,  zvilt  thou  bravely  die,  or 
bafely  live,  a  grovelling flave ?  Oh! 
ny  head  and  heart,  are  ill  l-'^JVhere  is 
pityr 

The  Eafhavv  convinced,  that  thefe 
were  the  effufions  of  infpiration,  failed 
not  to  interpret  them,  as  predidions 
of  his  own  approaching  downfall. 

Super- 
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Superilkion,  when  it  affails  a 
mind  merely  untutored  and  unculti- 
vatedy  has  a  tolerable  certainty  of  fuc- 
cefs ;  but  if  it  be  internally  aided^  as 
it  was  in  this  inilance^  by  the  accufa- 
tions  of  a  guilty  confcience^  philofo- 
phy  itfelf  is  infufficient  to  reflrain  its 
power,  or  to  refift  its  attacks ► 

The  Balhaw  was  confcious  of  the 
unfairnefs  of  thofe  lleps^  whereby  he 
had  afcended  to  his  prefent  elevated 
ftate  ;  and  the  recolle6lion  of  his  nu- 
merous hofl  of  crimes,  ferved  to  dif- 
may  him  eiFedlually.  At  this  mo- 
ment/HELOisE  burft  forth — ^^  Away 
— ^^  gone-^I  mtift  to  France — he's 
A  4  there; 
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there  ;  then,  turning  herfelf  towards 
the  door,  the  Bafhaiv  ventured  to  di- 
vert her  courfe,  and  to  oppofe  her 
flight ;  but  Ihe  fpurned  him  from  her 
with  difdain,  exclaiming,  ''  There 
bleeds  his  headlefs  trunk — avenge  him 
righteous  Heaven  ! 

The  guilty  Bafhaw,  appalled  with 
horror,  now  gave  himfelf  up  for  loft ; 
fully  determined  however  to  avert,  if 
poffible,  the  divine  vengeance,  by  ac- 
quiefcence  in  (what  he  confidered  as) 
the  divine  dire^ion,  he  haflened  to  the 
port,  where  he  agreed  with  the  maflcr 
of  a   veiTei    (then  about  to  fail  for 

France 
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France  with  a  number  of  ranfomed 
captives)  for  the  pafTage  of  Heloise. 

This  done^  he  flew  back  to  the 
apartment  of  his  fair  prifoner,  and 
befought  her  to  accept  the  opportu- 
nity he  had  procured  her  of  returning 
to  her  own  country. — =This  propofal 
ihe  heard  unmoved,  on  whicli  he  took 
hold  of  her  hand  to  condu6h  her.— 
Heloise  turned  from  him  with  ab- 
horrence^ and  burfling  into  tears, 
pufhed  him  from  her,  faying,  ^^  Bc" 
ware  !  you  murdered  him" 

This  awful  admonition  augmented 
the  horrors  of  the  Bafliaw  (who  Ihortly 

after 


(      lo     ) 

after  the  banijiment)  had  procured  the 
ajfajjinatton  of  Paleologue  ;  appre- 
henfive  left,  the  breafl  of  Mahomet 
relenting,  his  rival  might  be  recalled. 
Under  the  moft  dreadful  apprehenfions 
for  his  own  fafety,  the  guilty  Bailiaw 
hurried  his  beautiful  monitor  en  board 
the  Ihip,  (which  lay  waiting  her  ar- 
rival) depofiting  at  the  fame  time  in 
the  Captain's  hand,  a  cafket  of  jew- 
els, faid  by  him,  to  be  the  property 
of  the  fair  palTenger,  but  untruly ^  for 
they  were  his  own^  and  were  meant  as 
an  expiatory  offering  to  Heaven. 

The  Bafliaw  returning  in'hafle  to 
his  own  houfe^  now  fccured  the  move^ 

able 
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able  part  of  his  treafure ;  and  made 
a  precipitate  retreat  to  the  borders  of 
Egypt ;  leaving,  to  the  difpofal  of  his 
fovereign,  the  remainder  of  his  newly 
and  ill  acquired  polTeflions.  To  him 
he  addreffed  a  letter,  flating  the  mo- 
tives of  his  flight,  confeffing  his  guilt 
as  the  murderer  of  Paleologue,  and 
prefenting  to  the  world,  one  of  the 
flrongeil  proofs  it  ever  beheld,  of  the 
intolerable  anguiih  of  an  accufing 
confcience. 


CHAP 
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CHAP.      XIIL 


T  TELOISE  unconfcious  of  any 
-■-  -**-  change  in  her  condition,  ftill 
continued  her  fighs  and  her  exclama- 
tions, to  the  no  fmall  ailoniihment 
of  the  Captain — who  (not  having  re- 
ceived any  intimation  of  the  nature 
of  her  cafe)  found  himfelf  utterly  at 
a  lofs  how  to  condud  himfelf  towards 
her. 

The 
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The  priefl  who  had  been  fent  from 
France  to  procure  the  raofomof  thofe 
captives  who  were  now  returning 
home,  by  means  of  a  moll  humane 
and  unremitting  attention  to  proper 
regimen,  gradually,  reilored  the  fair 
mourner  to  the  ufe  of  her  reafon — 
She  Vv^as  then  made  acquainted  with 
the  various  particulars  of  her  own 
eventful  tale,  in  proportion  as  ihe 
feemed  able  to  bear  the  recital. 

An  efcape,  fo  lignally  providential, 
CQuld  not  fail  to  raife  in  the  mind  of 
Heloise,  fenfations  of  the  moil  lively 
gratitude  to  Heaven — from  whofe  gra- 
cIqus  interpofition  ilie  now  hoped  for 

a  happy 
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a  happy  reftoration  to  her  native 
Ihores  and  perhaps  aifo  to  her  Mont- 
MORiN.  At  length  thofe  Ihores  ap- 
pearing in  fight,  hope  and  fear,  al- 
ternately, predominated  in  her  anxi- 
ous breaft. 

She  haflened  to  difembark,  and 
then  eagerly  enquired  whether  any 
of  the  neighbouring  nobles  had 
ferved  at  the  Siege  of  Rhodes  P  Her 
queflion  was  anfwered  in  the  affirma-. 
tive;  and  the  Baron  Duponts  w^as 
named  as  the  Crufador  whofe  refidencc 
lay  nearefl  to  that  town. 

Thither  the  anxious  Heloise  in* 
Haatly  difpatched  her  foithful  priefl, 

to 


(     15    ) 

to  learn  tidings,  of  the  fate  of  Mont- 
MORiN.  Her  feelings — (whilft  Fa- 
ther Nicolas  fulfilled  his  ambaifage) 
could  be  but  poorly  expreffed  by 
words — At  one  time,  the  objedts  pre- 
fented  to  her  imagination,  were  de- 
lightful and  flattering — but  in  a  mo- 
ment the  furvey  was  Ihifted,  and 
defpair  pointed  to  the  breathlefs 
hero,  bleeding  on  the  ramparts  of 
Rhodes, 

The  return  of  the  Jilent  meifenger 
put  an  end  to  her  iiifpence :  in  his 
afllidted  countenance  flie  read  her 
fate — and  the  tear  of  fympathy,  which 
glittered  in  the  good  man's  eye,  rea- 
lizing 
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lizing  her  worfl   apprehenfions,   flic 
fainted. 

With  difficulty  was  flie  recovered, 
and  copious  tears  afforded  her  fomc 
relief; — the  compafTionate  ecclefiallic 
dreaded  a  fecond  deprivation  of  rea- 
fon  as  the  too  probable  confequence 
of  this  dreadful  intelligence.  But  in 
this  conjecture  he  was  moft  happily 
miilaken. 

The  moft  valuable  metals  are  fof- 
tened  in  that  furnace  whofe  heat  haV' 
dens  clay  :  the  mind  of  Heloise  re- 
fembling  the  former,  her  fufceptibility 
had  been  augmented   by  a  feries  of 

poignant 
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poignant  fufFerings.  The  wound  nov? 
received  was  deep ;  but  its  eifedls  were 
lefs  violent  than  might  at  firfl  have 
been  expeded. 

After  feme  days  of  fpeechlefs  woe 
fhe  afked  from  Nicolas  the  particu- 
lars of  her  Lover's  fate.  At  firfl  he 
Ihrunk  back  from  the  recital ;  but^  at 
laft,  he  communicated  to  her  all  that 
he  had  learned  on  the  mournful  fub-j 
jed:  informing  her^  that  after  the 
Turkifh  troops  had  made  a  prenipi- 
tate  retreat  from  their  lail  attack  on 
Rhodes — -the  too  gallant  Montmo- 
RiN  purfued  them  into  the  very  heart 
of  their  own  camp;  where,  vvdth  a 
B  few 
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few  other  daring  fpirits^  he  had  met 
an  honorable  fate. 


DuPONTS  (knowing  that  all  enquiries 
after  the  valiant  Baron,  had  proved  un- 
fuccefsful)  hefi tared  not  to  pronounce 
him  dead :  a  world  (^zvbc/ice  he  had 
been  removed)  had  no  longer  any  charm 
for  the  difconfolate  Heloise  ;  ac- 
cordingly, llie  refolved  to  bid  it  an 
^verlafting  farewell. 

To  the  convent,  of  which  her  friend 
ivas  a  member,  ihe  prefented  her  caf- 
ket  of  jewels  to  be  fold  ;  and  the  pro- 
duce to  be  applied  by  the  fociety, 
partly  to  the  purpofe  of  procuring 

malTes 
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rnaiTes  to  be  faid  for  the  foul  of  Mont - 
MORiN,  znd,  partly  to  the  redemption 
of  Chriflian  Haves. 

Her  next  ftep  was  to  enter  on  her 
novitiate,  in  the  humane  and  humble 
order  of  Grey  Sijlers ;  in  which  ihe  de- 
termined to  fpend  the  remainder  of 
her  dayS;,  employed  in  alleviating  the 
fufferings  of  her  fellow-creatures.  In- 
timate acquaintance  with  woe  had  well 
prepared  her  difpoiition^  (naturally 
compaffionate  and  contemplative)  for 
the  difcharge  of  this  benevolent  em- 
ployment. 

,    B  2  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XIV. 


T^yl'ONT  MOTRIN,  (after  paf- 
-*-^-*-  fing  a  night  in  the  horrible 
neighbourhood  of  the  lion)  beheld  the 
dawn  of  day,  with  unfpeakable  fatisfac- 
tion.  The  firfl  appearance  of  morning 
difmifled  his  fliagg}^  foe  to  his  den, 
and  when  the  fun  was  completely 
rifen,  the  affrighted  traveller  quitted 
his  concealment. 

Haften- 
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Haftening  to  leave  a  fcene  fo  replete 
with  horror,  he  purfued  his  journey 
towards  the  fea,  from  which  he  was 
fall  at  a  confiderable  diitance  :  to- 
wards evening  he  diredted  his  ileps, 
for  ihelter,  to  a  fmall  grove,  where  it 
was  not  ealy  for  him  to  find  any  tree, 
of  fafficient  bulk,  to  afford  a  lodging 
in  its  branches. 

At  length,  however,  he  found,  what 
he  fought;  and  having  afcended  the 
boughs,  he  prepared  to  pafs  the  hours 
of  repofe  under  this  ihelter.  His  fafh 
he  ufed  to  fecure  him  in  his  habita- 
tion, (left  in  his  fleep  he  might  fall 
from  his  lodging)  the  lofs  of  refl,  on 
B  3  the 
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.the  preceding  night,  and  his  weari- 
fome  march,  foon  rendered  him  infen- 
fible  to  the  perilous  circumftances  of 
his  fituation,  and  he  funk  into  the  pro- 
foundell  flcep. 

About  midnight,  however,  the 
trampling  of  horfes,  and  the  voices  of 
their  riders,  interrupted  his  reft  ;  but 
not  until  they  had  gained  that  part  of 
the  wood  where  Montmorin  had  ta- 
ken up  his  reiidence.  He  foon  over- 
heard enough  of  their  difcourfe  to 
learn  their  profefTion  ;  a  gang  of  ban- 
ditti was  what  he  had  not  been  pre- 
pared to  exped,  and  he  had  little  in- 
clination to  offer  his  fervices  as  um- . 

pire. 
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plre^  for  the  accommodation  of  an 
eager  difpute^  in  which  the  fraternity- 
were  engaged^  on  the  diilribution  of 
fome  newly  acquired  plunder. 

From  inveElives  the  difputants  fooii 
proceeded  to  blows^ — but  thefe  v/ere 
fufpended  on  a  propofition  for  leaving 
the  fpoil  undivided,  and  under  a  guard 
of  two  of  the  party,  whilfl  the  others 
made  a  fecond  excurfion  before  day- 
break. 

The  anxious  inhabitant  of  the  tree, 

conjedured  the  number  of  morroders 

to  be  not  lefs  than  twelve ;  whilfi  they 

continued  occupied  in  their  noify  con- 

B  4  tentio% 
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tcntion,  the  fighs  of  a  female  captive 
were  drowned  in  the  din  of  thefe  ruf- 
fians. She  had  juft  fallen  into  their 
hands ;  and,  about  her,  their  princi- 
pal quarrel  had  arifen. 

The  earliefl  glimmer  of  returning 
day,  difcovered  to  his  fight  this  figure 
laying  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  her  arms 
bound  together ;  and  on  each  fide  lay 
one  of  the  banditti  with  a  drawn  fcy- 
metar  :  of  thefe  guards  only  one  was 
awake,  and  he  was  endeavouring  to 
avail  himfelf  of  his  comrade's  drow- 
finefs,  for  the  accomplifiiment  of  his 
own  defigns  on  their  unfortunate  cap- 
tive. 

The 
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The  noife  which  refiilance  to  this 
brutal  attempt  occafioned^   alarming 
the  fleeper,  he  ftarted  up  ;  if  not  to 
defend  the  helplefs,  yet,    to  prevent 
his  fellow  centinel  from  profiting  by 
his  wakefulnefs ;  and  with  one  well 
aimed    blow  of  his  weapon    (which 
was  ready  drawn)   almoft  fevered  the 
head  of  his  companion  from  the  bo- 
dy.    At   fight  of  this   horrid  fcene, 
the  wretched  female  uttered  a  loud 
fliriek,  and  fainted ;  in  vain  did  the 
robber  ufe  every  method  within  his 
power  for  her  recovery.     At  length 
(taking  from  one  of  the  packages  of 
plunder,  a  fmall  gold  cup)  he  went 

for 
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for  water,  to  a  murmuring  brook  at 
a  little  diitance. 

At  the  infcant  of  his  departure, 
MoNTMORiN  ilid  down  from  the  tree, 
and  (arming  himfeif  with  the  fword 
of  the  deceaied)  expedted  the  return 
of  the  robber,  who,  on  his  return  was 
fo  ftruck  with  the  appearance  he  be- 
held, that  he  fcood  motionlefs  ;  and, 
undetermined  whether  he  f\w  the 
phantom  of  the  man  whom  he  had 
killed,  or  an  Officer  of  Jujl'ice. 

MoNTMORiN,  however,  foon  con- 
vinced the  villain  that  he  was  not  a 
vifitor  from  the  other  world.     A  flern 

fummons 
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fummons  to  flirrender  himfelf,  was 
follcm^ed  by  a  conteft^  in  which  the 
ruffian  loil  one  entire  cheek :  frantic 
with  rage,  he  fought  on  for  fome  mi- 
nutes, and  gave  his  opponent  a  fevere 
wound  on  the  left  arm^  at  the  ioilant 
before  he  himfelf  received  a  decilive 
blow  on  the  neck,  which  laid  him 
breathlefs  at  the  feet  of  the  Baron. 

The  vi6tor  now  flew  to  the  relief  of 
the  ilill  infeniible  captive ;  whilH  thus 
employed,  he  was  alarmed  by  the  ap- 
proach of  horfes,  bearing,  as  he  fup- 
pofed,  the  remainder  of  the  ruffians ; 
here,  however,  he  was  mziilaken,  as 
this  company  confiiled  entirely  of  a 

•    body 
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body  of  auxiliaries  from  the  next  vil- 
lage, who  came  in  purfuit  of  the  ban- 
ditti, at  the  requeil  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  pillaged  caravan. 

The  perfon  who  w^as  found  occu- 
pying the  flolen  treafure,  naturally  fell 
under  the  ftrongeft  fufpicions  of  guilt ; 
and  therefore,  his  proteftations  were 
difregarded,  and  he  himfelf  was  loaded 
with  irons.  His  appeal  to  the  dead 
witneffes  was  rendered  totally  ufelefs^ 
being  over-ruled  by  the  people  of  the 
caravan,  who  (although  they  had  fled 
at  the  very  firft  appearance  of  the 
robbers)  declared  that  they  had  fought 

with 
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with  them,  and  killed  two  of  their 
number. 

To  no  purpofe  did  the  captive  Ba- 
ron alledge,  in  reply,  that  two  head- 
lefs  men  could  not  have  moved,  and 
that  the  fcene  of  the  robbery  was  (by 
their  own  account)  more  than  a  league 
diilant  from  the  fpot  where  thefe  m.en 
then  lay  dead.  As  to  the  lady,  her 
recoiled  ion  was  fo  totally  deflroyed  by 
fright,  that  fhe  could  take  no  part  in 
the  debate  ;  which  lafled  till  the  arri- 
val of  the  peafants  at  their  hamlet. 
Here  the  fuppofed  accomplice  in  the 
robbery  was  produced  before  the  ma- 
giftrate,  who  (unfortunately  happen- 
ing 
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ing  not  to  have  more  fagaclty  than 
the  owners  of  the  carravan)  could  not 
difcern  the  prlfoner's  innocence  of  the 
cruiie  laid  to  his  charge  ;  and  there- 
jore  committed  him  to  prifon. 


CHAt*, 
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CHAP.     XY, 


I  X  tedious  weeks  did  the  Baron 
remain  under  confinement,  with- 
out any  profpe(5l  of  releafe,  when  the 
banditti  being  feized,  were  brought 
(for  examination)  to  the  fame  vil- 
lage ;  but  not  before  the  fame  magif- 
trate,  whofe  want  of  fenfe  had  caufed 
fo  much  undeferved  diilrefs  to  Mont- 
MORiN  ;  that  difpenfer  of  juilice  had 
been  preferred,  and  (extenfive  as  are 

the 


(  32  ; 

the  dominions  of  the  Turkilh  empire) 
it  feemed  little  likely  they  lliould 
boaft  a  fucceflbr  of  fimilar  fagacity 

The  Baron  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  out  of  prifcn,  that  he  might 
be  prefent  at  the  examination  of  the 
whole  gang,  and  his  ilory,  at  the 
firfl,  eafily  gained  credit  with  the  new 
magiftrate  :  but  he  too,  after  a  while, 
was  ftaggered  in  his  belief  of  it,  by  the 
united  voice  of  the  other  prifoners, 
who  all  pretended  to  recognize  Mont- 
MORiN  as  their  accomplice.  This 
they  did,  that  they  might  revenge  the 
death  of  their  friend,  whom,  according 
to  his  own  account,  he  had  llain.    The 

judge 
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judge^  at  length,  liftening  to  the  cry  of 
the  original  accnfers,  and  to  the  appa- 
rently unafFeded  converfation  of  the 
Baron^s  fellow-prifoners,  involved  him 
in  the  fame  fentence  vv^ith  them. 

The  fun  and  the  grave,  are  two 
things  on  which  few  perfons  can  fcea- 
dily  fix  their  eyes.  The  love  of  glo- 
ry, and  the  fear  of  fliame  do  indeed 
daily  give  rife  to  a  valour  which  can 
hardly  be  too  much  celebrated,  b^ 
caufe  of  its  utility  :  hence,  fome  men 
..advance  to  the  charge,  becaufe  they 
dare  not  Jay  at  their  polls. 

C  The 
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The  Baron's  military  prowefs,  or 
active  courage,  had  been  well  tried 
and  confiderably  augmented  in  the 
fchool  of  war  ;  but  death  now  pre- 
fented  itfelf  to  him,  in  a  new  and  more 
diiheartening  form.  He  was  now  to 
.call  out  his  paflive  prowefs,  yet  had 
not  the  ideas  of  Heloise,  his  family, 
and  his  country  melted  him,  he  would 
(without  a  figh)  have  refigned  up  to 
the  executioner's  ftroke,  a  life  of 
which  he  had  long  been  weary.  On 
hearing  his  fentence  pronounced,  his 
eye  gliftened  with  a  tear ;  it  was  not 
fuffered  to  fall — be  can  fo  it  muft  have 
fidlen  on  the  cheek  of  a  warriour. 

On 
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On  the  day  preceding  that  appoint- 
ed for  his  execution  (in  confequence 
of  her  partiality  for  Montmorin)  the 
gaoler's  daughter  foon  after  midnight 
entered  his  cell  ;  and  (bidding  him 
rife  and  follow  her)  conducted  him 
out  of  his  prifon^ — after  which,  ihe  af- 
fumed  the  difguife  ihe  had  prepared 
for  herfelf,  and  became  the  companion 
of  his  flight, 

ToMoNTMORiN'sexpreinons  of  gra- 
titude, for  her  goodnefs, — Selima 
replied,  that  "  if  he  eileemed  himfelf 
indebted  to  her,  the  obligation  might 
be  eafily  repaid  by  permifiion 'to  ac- 
company him  to  Europe ;  the  flep  ihe 
C  2  had 
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had  already  taken  having  for  ever  pre- 
cluded her  return  home/' 

A  propofal  of  this  nature  could  not 
fail,  extremely,  to  embarrafs  our  tra- 
veller ;  gratitude  forbad  a  denial, 
while  love  fuggefted  the  danger  of 
compliance,  but  the  former,  (that  no- 
hlejl  principle  of  human  anions)  for  once 
proved  too  Itrong,  even  for  the  mojl 
aEfive  and  tyrannical  of  human  paffions  ; 
and  Selima  received  from  Mont- 
MORiN  a  promife  that  ihe  ihould  find 
an  afylum  in  Europe. 

The  dread  of  purfuit,  and  the  ap- 
preheniion  from  Vv^ild  beafts,  ferved 

not 
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not  a  little  to  embitter  their  journey. 
At  length,  however,  their  fpirits  were 
revived  by  the  rays  of  the  returning 
fun ;  which  foon  became  fo  fcorching, 
as  to  drive  them,  for  ihelter,  into  a 
foreil,  in  whofe  receffes  they  deter- 
mined to  repofe  until  the  clofe  of  the 
day. 

At  the  entrance  of  this  forefl  they 
perceived  a  large  cavern,  at  the  de- 
fcerit  into  which  was  an  iron  grate; 
open  and  having  a  rofary  fufpended 
from  the  rock  that  hung  over  it.  As 
there  could  not  be  any  doubt  of  it's 
being  the  reiidence  of  a  hermit,  they 
C  3  deter- 
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determined  to  vifit  this  abode  of  {e- 
queflered  piety. 

MoNTMORiN  defired  that  he  might 
firll  be  permitted  to  explore  this  foli- 
tary  manfion — He  found  the  cave, 
large  and  lofty — and  on  entering  it, 
his  eyes  were  able  (by  means  of  a  nar- 
row aperture  in  the  roof)  to  difcover 
the  moil  aftonifhing  fight  they  had 
ever  beheld. 

In  the  centre  of  the  cavern  flood 
a  coffin  fupported  on  treifels,  and 
richly  decorated  with  filver  plates ; 
the  lid  had  been  removed  and  Mont- 
MORiN  beheld  one  of  the  moll  beau- 
tiful 


I 
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tiful  females  that  ever  v/as  fetn.  The 
cold  hand  of  death  had  alas  !  clofed 
her  ear  to  all  thofe  compliments  her 
charms  mull  otherwife  have  infpired.. 

Flow  long  this  lovely  form  had  been 
lifelefs,  could  not  eafily  be  determined, 
— the  unrivalled  excellence  of  Eaftern 
embalmers  giving  a  long  permxanency 
to  beauty.  At  a  fight  fo  nev/,  and 
fo  affediing,  ocr  Adventurer's  foul 
could  not  fail  to  be  deeply  harrov/ed 
up  ;  after  having,  for  fome  tim.e, 
confined  his  attention  to  this  melan- 
choly objed  he  turned  his  eyes  around 
the  fpacious  tomb— and,  at  the  re- 
moteft  pa^rt^  he  defcried  reclining  in 
C  4  a  ibrt 
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a  fort  of  niche,  a  venerable  figure  in. 
a  hermit's  habit,  before  whom  flood 
a  table  whereon  lay,  a  hook  and  a  cm- 
cifix, 

MoNTMORiN  addreffed  the  inhabi- 
tant of  the  recefs — but  received  not 
an  anfv/er.  To  no  purpofe  was  every 
attempt  uied  to  rouze  bim — Death 
appeared  to  have  numbered  him  with 
thofe  wdiofe  earthly  forrows  are  no 
more.  Horror  had  nov/  completely 
feized  the  Baron's  mind — he  examined 
the  features  of  the  anchoret ;  fome- 
thing  like  recolledion  darted  acrofs 
the  foul  of  the  ailoniihed  traveller — 
Again,  he  gazed,  and  taking  the  her- 
mit's 
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mit*s  hand  found  \t  ftill  pUahle ;  hope 
dawned  on  him^  and  fiiggeiled,  that 
polTibly  departing  life  might  be  re- 
called by  bleeding — he  opened  a  vein, 
at  lirft  no  blood  iilued^  but  afterwards 
it  Howed  freely;  and  at  length,  to 
the  unfpeakable  joy  of  Montmorin, 
the  hermit  opened  his  eyes,  and  fixed 
them  on  his  deliverer. 

They  faid  many  things^ — Thanks 
and  v/onder  were  the  predominant  ex- 
preffions ;  at  length  the  power  of 
fpeech  returned,  and  he  thus  addrelTed 
his  benefador. 

''  Great 
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"  Great  indeed  are  the  obligations 
I  owe  to  my  deliverer — had  you  ar- 
rived but  a  few  minutes  later^  mofl 
probably  all  efforts  to  recall  my  waver- 
ing fpirit  vi'ould  have  been  ineffedtual. 
The  befl  return  (next  to  my  prayers 
to  Heaven  in  your  behalf)  that  I  can 
make,  is  by  gratifying  the  curiohty 
which  mud  have  been  awakened  by 
the  marvellous  fcene  before  you." 

While  the  hermit  fpoke  Selima  en* 
tered,  anxious  to  learn  the  fate  of  her 
companion.  Her  appearance  made 
the  anchoret  to  ilart,  but  on  being 
told  by  MoNTMORiN  zvbo  ihe  was,  he 
irequefled  her  to  be  feated.     He  then 

fpread 


(  43  y 

fpread  his  board  with  his  bell,  but 
fimple    fare^    and  began  his  narra- 


tive. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XVIIL 


^^  T  A  M  the  youngefl  fon  of  a  noble 
houfe  in  France,  rendered  equally 
confpicuous  by  opulence  and  by  alli- 
ance. At  an  early  period  of  life  I 
made  choice  of  the  profeflion  of  arms ; 
to  young  men  of  high  birth  and  fcanty 
fortunes  the  banner  of  Rhodes  afford- 
ed at  once  defi table  protedlion  and 
honorable  employment. 

^'  Thither 
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"  Thither  therefore  I  direcled  my 
courfe^  in  the  charadler  of  a  knight 
fecuiar.  After  a  fervice  of  fome 
years^  I  was  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  galley  belonging  to  the  Re- 
ligious. I  had  it  in  orders  to  harrafs 
the  Tnrkiili  veiTels^  and^  for  a  time, 
my  fuccefs  in  the  execution  of  them 
was  confiderable ;  but  falling  in  with  a 
fleet  of  Turkifh  galleys,  after  an  ob- 
itinate  engagement,  being  conilrained 
to  fubmit  to  a  very  fuperior  force,  I 
was  carried  away  into  flavery. 

'^  On  my  arrival  at  Conllantinople  I 
was  placed  in  tHe  Emperor's  palace, 
where  my  time  pafTed  in  difcharging 

the 
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the  painful  duties  of  an  inferior  Na- 
tion. Often  did  I  figh  for  liberty, 
perhaps  my  fighs  were  in  part  promp- 
ted by  the  hope  of  revenge. — The  in- 
dignities I  daily  experienced  naturally 
promoted  that  love  of  vengeance  which 
we  are  too  prone  to  clierifh  in  our 
breafls;  although  that  pajjion,  when 
gratified,  becomes  our  own  bittereft 
punilhment  :  for  the  heart  mufl  in- 
deed be  defperately  bad  that  can  re- 
ceive pleafure  from  the  fufferings  of 
a  fallen  foe, 

^'  To  thefejuft  reflexions,  however, 
I  was  in  a  great  meafure  a  fl ranger, 

when 
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when  I  fuifered  myfelf  to  be  hurried 
away  by  a  thirfc  after  revenge. 

'^  V/ith  the  Emperor  there  lived 
the  heir  apparent  to  his  crown  ;  a 
prince  difcinguifhed,  from  the  com- 
mon herd^  only  by  his  vices.  Thefe 
were  very  numerous,  and  received  no 
foftening  from  that  eafy  yielding  dif- 
pofition  which,  mioreor  lefs,  generally 
pleads  in  extenuation  of  the  follies  of 
youth. 

''  The  talents  of  this  fordid,  felfilh 
ilave  of  every  baneful  paffion,  were  not 
naturally    coniiderable  ;  and  yet,  by 
praflice^  his  narrow  mind  had  acqui- 
red 
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red  a  dangerous  verfatility,  with  which 
he  could  both  plan  and  execute  de- 
figns  that  depended  for  fuccefs  chief- 
ly on  difTimulation.  But  the  pro- 
minent feature  in  his  character  was 
cruelty.  This  was  at  once  increa- 
fed  and  circumfcribed  by  his  cowar- 
dice. 

^^  This  monfler  of  diifocial  vice, 
^as  not  the  file  expedant  of  the  Im- 
perial diadem.  Amurath  his  younger 
brother,  had  once,  and  for  a  long  f  ea- 
fon,  rivalled  him  in  the  Emperor's  af- 
fedbion.  Of  this  young  prince  one 
needs  only  to  fay,  that,  in  every  re- 

fped 
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ped,  he  was  the  oppofite  to  Maho- 
met. 

^^  Had  there  not  fubliiled  in  the 
bafe  mind  of  the  elder,  a  jealoufy  re- 
fpeding  the  fucceffion,  yet  would  the 
difference  of  character  alone  have  fuf- 
ficed,  to  mark  out  the  amiable  Amu- 
rath,  as  an  obje6b  of  averJlon  to  his 
detellable  brother. 

^^  Therefore  by  the  dark  foul  of 
'Mahomet  it  was  refolved  to  remove 
Amu  RATH  from  the  royal  pre  fence  : 
to  this  end,  was  a  train  laid ;  for  in- 
■  fpiring  the  Emperor's  mind  Vv^ith  a 
fufpicion  that  his  younger  fon  was 
D  "  fired 
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fired  with  an  ambition  to  fway  the 
Turkifli  fceptre — without  waiting  for 
liis  father's  demife. 

''  In  a  countiy  where  the  daily- 
dread  of  revolutions  naturally  begets 
the  fevered  defpotifm ;  and  where 
that  defpotifm  in  its  turn,  begets  fre- 
quent revolutions,  a  fuggellion  of  this 
nature  (however  unfupported)  found 
too  eafy  entrance  into  the  fovereign's 
mind.  Amurath  was  therefore  fent, 
fhortly,  into  an  honourable  exile,  as 
commander  in  chief  of  the  army  fta- 
tioned  on  the  frontiers,  for  the  pur- 
pofc  of  checking  the  incurfions  of 
the  Tartar  foe  :    thus  he  was   pre- 

.  eluded 
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eluded  from  any  intercourfe  with  the 
JaniiTarles,  who  confider  themfelves 
as  being  the  only  arbiters,  for  limit- 
ing and  altering  the  Turkifh  fuc^ 
ceflion. 


D2  CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XIX. 


*^  'T^  H  E  promotion  of  the  inno- 
-*-  cent  prince  to  this  military 
trull,  procured  for  me  an  unexpeded 
relief  from  my  fervile  labours  in  a 
kitchen,  and  an  appointment  near  to 
the  perfon  of  Amurath.  My  fpirits 
almoft  mechanically  rofe  with  my  fitu- 
ation,  and  I  received  from  my  gene- 
rous patron  a  command  of  cavalry. 
To  do  honour  to  his  choice  was  now 

the 
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the  firil  Willi  of  my  grateful  heart ; 
and  I  was  happy,  almofl  every  day,  hi 
fome  inflance  of  fignalizing  my  fide- 
lity. 

"  In  a  Ihort  time  the  good  fuccefs 
which  often  attended  my  attempts, 
rendered  me  a  pretty  general  favorite. 

*^  Thus  encouraged,  I  one  day  pufh- 
ed  my  good  fortune  further  than  any 
one  of  our  troops  had  ever  ventured 
to  do,  and  at  the  end  of  an  excurlion 
I  had  the  fatisfadion,  at  the  head  of 
a  confiderable  detachment,  to  furprize 
a  Tartar  village  :  the  women  and  chil- 
dren were,  after  a  flight  fkirmifli, 
D  3  aban- 
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abandoned  to  us  by  the  men.  The 
captives  I  carried  back  to  ferve  by  way 
of  hoilage^  and  to  prevent  the  cruel- 
ties frequently  pradifed  on  thofe  of 
the  Turkifh  fubjedts  or  foldiers  who 
at  any  time  became  prifoners  to  the 
Tartar  foe. 

^'  Immediatelyon  my  return  to  camp, 
(after  this  brilliant  expedition,  I  pre- 
fented  the  prifoners  to  Amu  rath — 
and,  till  they  were  ranged  before  his 
tent,  I  had  never  attentively  furveyed 
the  prize  fortune  had  bellowed  on 
me. 

'^  Amongft 
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.    ^'  Aniongft    the   captives   was    a 
young  woman  of  mod   diitinguiihed 
perfonal  charms,  and  whofe    air,  at 
once  dignified  and  eafy^,    fpoke   her 
defiined  for  a  better  and  a  milder  fate. 
On  this  fafcinating  beauty  Amurath. 
gazed  in  filent  admiration*     He  un- 
bound her  hands  himfeif,  and,  (care- 
lefsly  configning  her  fellow-prifoners 
to  the  captain  of  the  guard)  conduced 
the  defponding,  but  matchlefs  Zophi- 
MA  to  his  own  tent.     I  followed  her 
ileps,  and  joined  my  efforts  to  his, 
that  we    might   raife    her   drooping 
fpirits,  which  funk  in.  proportion  as 
the  prince  endeavoured  to  make  her 
D  4  •  fenfible 
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fenfible  of  her  pre-eminence  in  his  re- 
gard, 

^*  In  vain  did  Amurath  afTure  her, 
that  in  him,  flie  beheld  h^v  Jlave,  not 
her  conqueror.  Her  tears  flowed  in- 
ceffantly,  and  the  night  was  confumed 
in  the  fevereft  paroxyfms  of  grief. 

*'  Early  next  morning  the  ena- 
moured general  vifited  his  lovely  en- 
flaver,  and  enquired  whether  any,  or 
who,  among  the  prifoners,  had  the 
happinefs  to  be  of  her  kindred,  or  in 
.^  any  manner  particularly  connected 
with  her  ?  Profeffing  his  earnefl  de- 
fire  to  afford  for  her  fake,  every  alle- 
viation 
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yiation  of  captivity  to  all  of  that  de- 
fcription* 

^^  ZopHiMA  replied,  that  although 
ilie  was  not  particularly  connedled 
with  any  of  them,  yet  they  were  all 
dear  to  her,  as  her  father's  people. 
From  this  unguarded  expreffion,  we 
difcovered  the  rank  of  our  beautiful 
captive,  who  was  daughter  to  the  Tar- 
tar prince. 

*^  No  difcovery  could  yield  to  Amu- 
rath  fuch  pleafure  as  this,  and  he 
now  refolved  to  gratify  himfelf  by 
Ihewing  all  poflible  inftances  of  kind- 

nefs 
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nefs  to  thofe  in  whofe  fate  Zophima. 
was  interefted. 

*^  The  good  nature  and  the  vanity 
of  ZoPHiMA  confpircd  to  render  her 
fufceptible  of  heart-felt  delight.  Her 
lover,  on  his  part,  plainly  perceiving, 
the  fuccefs  of  his  plan  of  courtlhip,  va- 
lued himfeif  not  a  little  on  having  dif- 
covered  the  fureft  road  to  the  heart  of 
his  miftrefs  :  his  vanity  too  was  flat- 
tered by  the  fuccefs  of  his  penetration, 
which  (perhaps  from  its  refcmblance 
to  divination)  gratifies  felf-love  more 
than  all  the  other  qualities  of  the. 
mind. 

''  The 
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*^  The  amiable  captive  (from  fof- 
tening  die  captivity  of  her  father's 
fubjeds)  proceeded  to  exert  her  influ- 
ence with  their  conqueror,  in  forming 
the  bans  of  a  pacification  between  the 
belligerent  powers.  The  brave  are 
never  deaf  to  propofals  of  mercy  ; 
and  upon  the  total  defeat  of  the  Tar- 
tar army  in  a  pitched  battle  (fome 
weeks  after  the  capture  of  Zophima) 
a  truce  was  agreed  to  on  both  lides^ 

"  Love  hadunilrung  the  bow,  and 
ilieathed  the  fword  of  Amurath^  and 
ambafladors  were  difpatched  to  Con- 
ilantinople  to  treat  of  peace. 

''  The 
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^^  The  malicious  Mahomet,  natu- 
rally averfe  to  every  peaceable  propo- 
fal,  and  on  this  occafion  particularly 
defirous  to  prolong  the  war,  appre- 
hending that  any  termination  of  it 
(efpecially  fo  happy  a  one  as  now  of- 
fered) would  probably  rejlore  his  de- 
tefted  rival  to  his  place  at  court, — if 
not  alfo  to  his  father's  good  graces, 
by  every  obilacle  that  he  could  con- 
trive, oppofed  the  pacification,  with 
the  fame  degree  of  zeal  that  the  ena . 
moured  AiMurath  promoted  it. 


CHAP. 


► 
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CHAR     XX. 


ZO  P  H I  M  A  had  granted  to 
her  lover  a  promife,  that  her 
Jiand  ihould  be  his  as  foon  as  peace  was 
proclaimed.  He  therefore  burned 
with  unutterable  anxiety  for  the  return 
of  the  ambaffadors  :  and,  when  their 
long  delay  had  nearly  diftrafled  him, 
-he  received  at  length  a  private  hint 
from  a  friend  at  court,  accounting  for 
Ae  ill  fuccefs  of  the  negotiators,  by  a 

refe- 
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reference  to  the  intrigues  of  his  elder 
brother. 

^^  This  information  determined  him 
to  haften  home^  and  by  his  prefence 
to  accelerate  the  completion  of  the 
bufinefs  :  and,  on  taking  his  depar- 
ture from  the  frontiers  of  the  empire, 
to  my  care  did  Amurath  confide  the 
lovely  objed  of  his  tendereit  affec- 
tions. 

"  Whilft  Amurath  afTilled  at  Con- 
llantinople  in  forwarding  the  negoti- 
ation for  peace,  Mahomet,  by  the 
help  of  his  fycophants,  embraced  that 
opportunity  to  fift  his  attendants  as  to 

every 
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every  part  of  their  mailer's  condu(^, 
public  and  private.  An  attachment  fo 
Itrong  and  fo  ardent,  and  fo  plainly 
avowed^  as  Amurath's  to  Zophima, 
was  naturally  not  only  mentioned,  but 
enlarged  upon — and  the  lively  defcrip- 
tion  of  theluilre  of  her  charms  ferving. 
to  awaken  the  defires  of  the  deteftable 
Mahomet,  he  difpatched  a  Janiifary 
(with  private  orders  in  the  Emperor% 
name)  to  the  Balhaw^  on  whom  the 
command  had  devolved  in  Amurath's 
abfence,  requiring  that  Zophima 
iliould  forthwith^  be  fent  to  Conflan- 
tinople,  alledging,  that  her  prefence 
there    would    hafxen    the    favorable 

con- 
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conclufion  of  the  treaty  then  depepcj- 


mg. 


*^  On  the  arrival  of  the  Imperial 
nieflenger  at  the  Turkilh  camp,  the 
charge  of  attending  the  lovely  prin- 
cefs  to  the  metropolis  was  rcpofed  in 
me  by  the  Bafhavv,  who  ajQTigned  a  fuit- 
able  efcort. 

'^  It  was  however  with  deep  con- 
cern that  I  fet  about  to  execute  this 
commifTion  :  to  one  who  well  knew 
the  vicious  charafler  of  Mahomet,  it 
mull  have  been  a  tafk  truly  painful, 
to  guide  the  unfufpcding  Zophima  to 

a  city. 


\ 
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0  cijy,  where  the  influence  of  that 
mifcreaiit  knew  fcarcely  any  bounds. 

^^  During  the  courfe  of  the  jour- 
riey  I  laboured^  as  much  as  poflible, 
to  appeafe  her  anxieties^  and  I  dv/elt 
continually  on  Amurath's  unalter- 
able afFedion  for  her.  As  foon  as  we 
readied  the  faburbs  of  Conilantinople, 
an  officer  of  the  Emperor's  body- 
guard met  us,  and  demanded  from  me 
the  cuiiody  of  Zophima.  I  replied, 
that  miy  orders  required  me  to  deliver 
the  Princefs  to  the  Emperor  in  per/on ; 
and  that  to  him  alone  would  I  furren- 
der  up  the  treafure  with  which  I  had 
the  honour  to  be  entruiled. 

E  ''  On 
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'^  On  this,  the  officer  commanded 
Ills  party  to  draw  their  fwords,  and  to 
enforce  compliance  with  his  requi-  i 
fition  :  there  remained  therefore  no  I 
longer  an}^  doubt  that  the  whole  bufi- 
nefs  of  ZopHiMA  was  planned  by  Ma- 
homet, and  not  h  his  father. 

"  Determined  to  fell  the  liberty  of 
ZoPHiMA  at  as  dear  a  rate  as  poflible, 
I  ordered  my  efcort  to  oppofe  force  to 
force.  The  adion  was  not  of  any  long 
duration  ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
minutes  we  fairly  cut  our  way  through 
our  opponents,  whofe  commander  we 
left  breathlefs  on  the  field. 
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^'^  On  my  arrival  at  tlie  palace-gatc, 
Amurath  accidentally  met  me.  The 
alloniiliment  with  v/liich  lie  was  feiz- 
ed  at  figiit  of  his  beloved  Zophima 
and  her  attendants  was  abfolutely  in- 
expreilible.  As  foon  as  he  had  afcer- 
tained  our  really  being  Vv^hat  v/e  ap- 
peared to  be^  and  not  phantoms^  he  with 
fome  difficulty  was  even  then  prevail- 
ed on  to  believe  we  had  received  and 
acled  in  confequence  of  the  Imperial 
mandate* 

^^  To  the  Emperor  Amurath  in- 

Hantly  introduced  us.      The  order  to 

attend  with  Zophima  before  the  Divan 

at  Conllantinople  was  produced,  and 

E  z  the 
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the  readlne;  of  it  incenfcd  the  fove- 
relgii  beyond  all  imagination.  Ma- 
homet was  inflantly  ordered  to  attend 
at  the  council,  where  throwing  him- 
felf  at  the  Emperor's  feet,  he  entreated 
pardon  for  a  crime  into  which  he  had 
been  hurried  by  the  exrefs  of  filial  piety. 

*^  He  then  proceeded  to  flate,  that 
his  brother  had  laid  a  fcheme  for  an 
immediate  acceflion  to  the  throne, 
which  was  to  be  guaranteed  to  him  by 
by  the  Khan,  (in  confideration  of  an 
intermarriage  with  Zophima)  *and 
that  an  immenfe  Tartar  army  was  then 
aflembling  for  this  very  purpofe,  who 
were  to  zSt  in  concert  with  the  re- 
mainder 


I 
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mainder  of  thofe  forces  over  wliicli 
Amurath  had  been  vid;oriciiS5  as  well 
as  with  the  Tiirkilli  troops  now  on  the 
frontiers^  and  that  th's  confederacy 
muil  be  too  powerful  for  his  Imperial 
Majedy's  arms.  /'  Wa  have  nov\r 
(faid  he)  fully  heard  my  crbne  ;  there- 
fore I  have  little  to  fear  from  my  fen- 


tenceT 


'^  The  Emperor^   terrified  at   the 
idea  of  an  intruding  fucceifor,  liilened 

only  to  his  own  fears^  and  they,  all  elo- 
quent, directed  the  imprifonment  of 
Amurath. 

E3  As 
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*'  As  to  ZoPHiMA,  file  was  lodged 
in  the  iMram,  till  her  fate  fhould  be 
■finally  determined  ;  and  I  was  fen- 
tenced  to  fulfer  an  ignominious  death* 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.     XXL 


**  "C^  O^  t^'^^  prevention  of  my  uii- 
-^     juit    fentence   the   mercy   of 
Providence  interpofed  in  the  following 
wonderful  manner. 

"  An  ag;ed  Greek,  to  wb.-!n  -•:,  my' 
military  capacity  I  had  rena::r^I  •jme 
fervices^  hearing  of  my  diilrelTed  con- 
dition^  refolved  if  pofTible  to  effed  my 
deliverance. 

E4  ^^For 
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**  For  this  purpofe,  he  contrived 
with  fome  delicious  old  wine  of  his 
own  country,  to  intoxicate  my  keeper, 
who  chanced  to  be  of  his  intimate  ac- 
quaintance. This  done,  he  conduced 
me,  difguifed  in  female  apparel,  to  a 
retirement  of  his  at  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance  from  the  city. 

*^  There  I  lived  for  fome  months  in 
profound  retirement,  at  the  expiration 
of  which  I  had  the  happinefs  to  learn, 
from  my  grateful  protedlor,  that  Amu- 
rath  and  ZoPHiMA  had  been  fo  for- 
tunate as  to  accomplifh  their  efcape 
into  the  Tartar  country,  where  they 

found 
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found  an  afylum  from  the  attacks  and 
fnares  of  their  malicious  perfecutor. 

"  Farther  than  thai,  I  have  never 
been  able  to  learn  of  them^  or  their 
concerns  :  but  as  Mahomet  hath 
lince  afcended  his  father's  throne, 
(having  firil  vacated  it  by  poifon)  I 
have  little  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  my 
generous  and  valiant  mailer  could 
think  of  returning  to  the  dominions  of 
fo  bafe  and  fo  cruel  a  monfter. 

"  For  my  part,  fafety  did  not  en- 
tirely compenfate  for  the  dullnefs  of 
my  profound  folitude,  in  which  I  was 
interdidted,  as  it  w^ere,  the  fociety  of 

the 
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the  dead,  as  well  as  of  the  living  ;  for 
I  had  neither  books  nor  ccmpanions,-^ 
My  ho  ft  indeed  was  fo  good  as  to 
make  me  frequent  vifits,  but  then  they 
were  neceffariiy  very  Ihort ;  and  a  fet- 
tled melancholy  had  begun  to  prey  up- 
on my  fpirits,  when  one  day  my- kind 
benefactor  appeared,  with  a  face  which 
could  not  fail  to  brighten  the  moft 
dreary  fcencs.  Ke  brought  in  his 
hand  a  captivating  young  woman,  a 
niece  of  his  by  a  brother,  who,  at  his 
death,  had  bequeathed  her  as  a  legacy 
to  the  care  of  Zoilus,  (for  fo  was  my 
friend  named.) 

<^My 
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•^  My  lovely  Helen  was  indeed  one 
of  the  fezv,  who  are  able  from  a  ^^  de- 
fart  to  hanipfolitude'^- — and  this  Ihe  did 
fo  effeBually  from  the  fcene  of  my  irk- 
fome  concealment,  that  although  va- 
rious opportunities  of  revifiting  France 
now  occurred,  they  were  without  de- 
mur negledled. 

^^  From  the  time  of  the  late  Empe- 
ror's death  no  olTer  of  rev/ard  for  ap- 
prehending me  had  been  repeated,-— 
but  being  now  fail  bound  in  the  bonds 
of  a  delightful  captivity,  I  was  little 
difpofed  to  attempt  regaining  my  li- 
berty, in  any  feiife  of  the  word.  As 
fooa  as  I  faw  reaiau  to  hope  that  I  had 

eil:a» 
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eflablllhed  an  interefl  in  the  heart  of 
her  I  pafTionately  loved,  I  then  foli- 
citcd  her  hand,  fupported  as  I  was 
with  her  uncle^s  recommendation. 
My  ofTer  met  with  a  gracious  recep- 
tion, and  fuccefs  crowned  my  iitmoll 
wiihcs. 

'^  Atthelhrineof  Love  were  friends, . 
country,  glory  and  ambition  gladly  fa- 
crificed. — Zoilus  foon  procured  for 
us  at  a  great  diftance  from  his  own 
retreat,  a  fm.all  farm,  and,  by  confi- 
derable  prefents  he  alfo  infured  to  us 
the  protection  of  the  new  governor  of 
the  province, — fo  that  (removed  as  we 
were  to  a  confiderable  diflance  from 

the 
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the  feat  of  empire)  v/e  thought  ouf- 

felves  fafe  alike  from   the  arm  and 

madiinatioRS  .,of  .Mahomet. 

^^  Happir  in  one  another^  and  happy 
alfo  in  the  fociety  of  our  dear  Zoilus 
who  followed  us  intoVtir  retirement- 
feme  enviable  years  elapfed  in  un- 
clouded profperity.  Providence  was 
pleafed  however  by  his  death,  to  re- 
mind us  by  how  Ihort  and  uncertain  a 
tenure  all  human  felicity  is  neceifarily 
held. 

^^  In  the  hour  of  profperity,  as  in  a 
bright  fumm.er's  morning,  few  perfons 
xonfider'how   fuddeiily  thick  clouds 

may 
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may  arife  and  darken  the  luminous 
horizon  :  when  the  reverfe  of  fortune 
calls  us  to  refled  on  man's  momentary 
intereft  in  xht  pajfing  JJoijting  fcenes  of 
lifcy  and  that  thefe  are  merely  prepa- 
ratory to  our  fultaining  far  higher  cha- 
raders  in  the  great  fucceeding  ones 
of  a  boundlefs  eternity — one  derives 
inllrudtion  and  confolation  too  from 
GXQiitSyfuch/isthe  death  of  ZoiLVs. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XXIL 


^'  f^TOW  I  felt  that  the  firing 
-^  ^  which  bound  my  heart  to  a 
place  of  refidence  fo  difiant  from  my 
dear  native  country  relaxed  ;  all  her 
numberlefs  attradions  revived  and 
gradually  refumed  their  wonted  em- 
pire in  my  breail — the  importance  of 
being  re-admiited  into  the  bofom  of  the 
church  appeared  to  me,  in  the  hours 
iof  fober  recolledion^  far  greater  than 

it 


(     8o     ) 

it  had,  in  the  feafons  of  voluptuous 
forgetfuhiefs :  therefore,  as  foon  as  I 
had  paid  the  lad  fad  rites  to  Zoilus, 
I  relieved  my  mind  from  fame  fliare  of 
its  grief,  by  preparing  to  leave  a  fo- 
reign land,  and  to  convey  my  lovely 
Helen  to  lliare  with  me  the  delights 
of  France. 

*^  My  beloved  companion  .urged 
many  arguments  againfl  t\\tfpeedy  ex- 
ecution of  this  plan,  and,  having  (in 
compliance  with  her  whhes)  once  pofl- 
poned  it ;  a  lapfe  of  time  impercepti- 
bly recovered  me  from  the  iirft  ftun- 
ning  effed^cs  of  my  irreparable  lofs. — - 
Thus,  by  procraJlinatioUy  (that  great 

bane 
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bane  of  human  life)  all  my  wife  in- 
tentions defeated,  and  in  little  more 
than  a  year,  I  infeniibly  funk  back 
into  my  former  indefenfible  plan  of 
ending  my  days  in  the  degrading  lux- 
ury of  Eafiern  indolence.  Helen's 
mind  was  never  heartily  at  refi,  till  I 
had  given  up  this  point,  for  Vv^hich^ 
however,  fat  had  never,  by  any  means 
eagerly  contefted ;  and  my  mind  felt 
the  drowzy  fatisfadion  of  looking  no 
farther  than  the  narrow  limits  of  its 
frefentjituation^  for  all  the  refources  of 
its  happinefs. 

'^  A  few  months  after  this  revolu- 
tion in  my  fchemes,  my  moil  fiatter- 
F  ing 
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ing  profpeds  were  for  ever  and  com- 
pletely darkened.  It  happened  that, 
one  evening  on  my  return  from  a 
walk,  on  my  entrance  into  the  garden, 
I  difcovered  Helen  featcd  in  an  ar- 
bour, and  lidening,  attentively,  to  the 
difcourfe  of  a  young  man. 

*^  For  forae  time  I  obferved  them 
nnfeen,  but  their  tenderly  embracing 
each  other,  kindled  a  rage,  which  knew 
no  bounds  ;  for  without  waiting  for 
expoflulation,  1  rufncd  forward  and 
plunged  a  poignard  in  the  bofom  of 
my  Helen. 

''  She 
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*^  She  fell  Inflantly,  while  the  young 
man,  drawing  his  f'A^ord,  prepared  to 
revenge  her  fate— but  Ihe,  opening 
her  lovely  languid  eyes,  faintly  ex- 
claimed, ^^  0  fpare  my  hufband  r  then 
fixedly  contemplatiog  me,  ihe  folemn- 
\j^  but  in  faultering  accents,  ajferted 
her  own  innocence^  and  bid  adieu  to  a 
v/orld  Vv^liich  was  not  worthy  of  her. 

^'  The  ilranger,  wliofe  hand  had 
thus  been  fcayed  by  the  expiring 
breath  of  my  departed  angel,  proved 
to  be  the  fon  of  Zoilus's  younger 
brother — ^Rim  1  had  often  heard  the 
uncle  mention,  as  one  of  whom  his  re- 
lations knew  nothing,  after  his  depar- 
F  2  rare 
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ture   In   early    life    from  Conftantl- 
nople. 

'^  Tills  long  loll  youth  having,  after 
a  very  confiderable  abfence,  returned 
to  his  native  home,  on  hearing  of  our 
retreat  and  our  fituation,  had  formed  a 
defign  of  uniting  himfelf  to  our  little 
family,  and  pafling,  in  our  fociety,  the 
remainder  of  his  days. 

^'  The  various  contending  pafTions 
that  now  tore  my  agonizing  brcafl, 
could  not  be  fully  defcribed  by  any 
words,  nor  conceived  by  the  generality 
of  minds. 


It 
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"  It  was  with  no  fmall  difficulty 
that  the  kinfman  of  my  Helen  was 
perfuaded  to  accept,  (from  her  almoil 
diftraded  murtherer)  the  Httle  eftate 
wherein  he  had  experienced  fo  muck 
felicity. 

^^  Having  had  what  once  was  He- 
len embalmed,  L  repaired  with  her 
precious  remains^  to  this  cave,  where 
for  twenty  years  penitence  and  prayer 
have  engroffed  my  whole  attention. 

"  Twice  a  week  her  coufm  brings 

me  fupplies  of  fuch  fimple  diet,  as 

fuits  the  life  I  lead  :  the  iron  grate  at 

the  entrance  is^  when  clofed  (a.s  it  is 

F  3  always 
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always  at  night)  a  fafe  fence  againfl 
the  inroads  of  wild  beafts, — and  the 
lamp  which  is  nightly  fufpended  at 
my  cave's  month,  has  frequently  ferved 
to  dired  the  bewildered  traveller  to 
this  manfion  of  forrow/* 

Whilft  the  hermit  told  his  tale, 
MoNTMORiN  fcrutinized  him  with 
clofeft  attention, — an  idea  of  recollec- 
tion Hill  floating  in  his  mind.  When- 
ever the  hermit  addrelfed  him,  it  was 
\\\s  father  fpoke,  and  yet  his  father  was 
no  more.  He  wifhed  for  fomething, 
and  yet  he  knew  not  for  what,  whilll 
employed  in  recolledling  the  features 
of  his  venerable   holt.     He  call  his 

eyes 


(    87    ) 

eyes  on  the  fhield  that  was  afTixed 
to  the  fide  of  the  cave — he  looked  at 
the  device — 'Twas  that  of  hh  father, 

Afloniihment,  for  a  while^  deprived 
him  of  utterance — at  laft  he  claimed 
the  arms  as  his  own.  On  this,  the 
hermit  aiked  his  name,  and  no  fooner 
was  that  of  Montmorin  pronounced, 
than  (burning  into  tears)  the  hoary 
fage  exclaim.ed,  '^  Ton  are  my  nephew P^ 
The  Baron  embracing  the  good  old 
man,  recolleded  the  mention  of  an 
uncle,  St.  Hubert  de  Montmorin, 
who  had  at  an  early  period  of  life 
been  carried  into  flavery,  and  of 
F4  whom 
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whom    no    tidings    had    ever    been 
heard. 


Selima  mingled  her  tears  with 
thofe  of  St.  Hubert  and  Montmo- 
RiN,  and  the  day  was  elapfed  before 
the  hermit's  curiofity  was  half- fatisfied. 
On  hearing  that  his  brother  was  no 
more,  he  dropped  the  tear  of  tender 
recoUeclion, 

MoNTMORiN  proceeded  to  inform 
his  uncle  of  all  his  adventures  fince 
his  leaving  France,  and  likewife  of  the 
reafons  that  haflened  his  return  ;  the 
molt  urgent  of  which  was  his  appre- 
henfion  left  liisadoredHELOisE  fliould 

have 
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have  fallen  a  victim  to  his  rivaFs 
greatnefs^  whilft  his  ov/n  unfortunate 
fituation  had  precluded  him  from  af- 
fording her  any  relief. 

This  part  of  the  nephew's  conver- 
fation  threw  his  companion  into  vifible 
and  great  agitation.-  At  the  firfl  mo- 
ment of  her  propofmg  to  vifit  Europe^ 
the  Baron  had  candidly  confelTed  to 
Selima  his  pre-engagement  to  He- 
LOiSE  ;  yet  could  flie  not  endure 
(without  pungent  forrow)  to  hear  her 
happy  rival  mentioned,  in  fcrains  at 
once  the  moit  impaffioned  and  the 
mofl  refpedful. 


As 
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As  the  mind  of  Selima  was  a  vir- 
tuous one,  her  continuing  to  follow 
MoNTMOR  1 N,  after  Ihe  knew  of  his  at- 
tachment to  Heloise,  m?y  fcem  un- 
accountable ;  but  file  flattered  herfelf 
with  an  idea  that  "  probabl}^  her  rival 
might  have  been  fatally  driven  into 
fome  fnare  of  regal  fedudlioii^ — or 
elfe,  that  defpairing  of  ever  more  be- 
holding her  firft  lover,  flie  might  have 
transferred  her  affedions  to  fome  other 
objed." 

With  hopes,  like  thefe,  had  Selima 
fed  her  paflion  for  the  Baron.  He  on 
his  part,  although  by  no  means  in 
love  with  her,  yet  was  within  himfelf 

deter- 
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determined,  from  motives  of  gratitude 
(fliould  his  Heloise  be  no  more)  to 
marry  the  gentle  Selima. 


i^ 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XXIII. 


'TT^  H  E  generous   and  afTediionate^ 
■^     nephew  urged  every  motive  ta] 
influence  the  hermit  to  revllit  his  na- 
tive country ;  afluring  him  that  in  the 
family-caftle  he  iliould  find  an  aiylumi 
from  the  vexations  and  cares  of  life, 
equally  tranquil  with  that  he  now  en- 
joyed— and,  at  lead  on  one  account,! 
much  more  defirably  fituated. 


As 
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As  die  fight  of  fcenes  where  the 
guiltlefs  ye-dTS  of  infancy  have  elapfed, 
never  fails  to  excite  pleafing  emotions 
in  every  heart  bleiTed  with  fenfibility  : 
witii  this  propofal  the  venerable  an- 
choret declined  acceding,  faying,  ^^the 
hour  of  my  diffolution  cannot  nov/  be 
far  diilant — -although  religion  forbids 
me  to  accelerate  its  approach,  yet  will 
it  enable  me  to  meet  it  with  a  fmile, 
and  I  trufl  that  the  forrow^s  I  have  ex- 
perienced in  this  vale  of  tears,  will  in 
fome  meafure  have  prepared  me  for 
the  fociety  of  that  fainted  fpirit  my 
guilty  hand  difmiffed  from  this  world 
of  woe.  For  me  who  knows  the  real 
¥alue  of  every  fublunary  joy,  to  for- 

fake 
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fake  this  folemn  retreat,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  once  more  mixing  with  the 
world ;  for  fuch  a  one  to  withdraw 
his  eyes  from  contemplating  the  awe- 
ful  memento  of  futurity,  this  cell  con- 
tains, and  tofix  them  on  the  vanities  or 
gaieties  of  the  world,  would  argue  ade* 
pravity  of  mind  I  fliould  blufh  to  feel, 
(after  fo  many  years  of  folitary  and  re- 
pentant anguifh.  No,  my  fon,  return 
to  your  native  country,  marry  the  de- 
ferving  Heloise,  or  if  her  afhes  reft 
in  peace,  reward,  by  the  offer  of  your 
hand,  tiie  generous  Selima.  The 
woman  who  was  capable  of  refloring 
you  to  freedom,  at  the  rifque  of  her 
life,    unqueftionably    deferves    every 

pojjlide 
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pojjlble  IniLance  of  gratitude ;  at  the 
fame  time  that  a  mind  equal  to  fo  he- 
roic an  ad  as  that  to  which  you  owe 
your  deliverance,  w^ould  never  w^fh 
you  to  violate  obligations,  facred  as 
thofe  into  w^hich  you  have  entered 
with  Heloise.  But,  O  beware  of 
jealoufy  !  and,  when  in  the  hour  of 
retirement,  recolledion  ihall  recall  this 
day's  adventure,  remember  the  lliort- 
nefs  and  inflability  of  human  happi- 
nefs,  and  fix  the  anchor  of  your  hope 
beyond  the  confutes  of  mortality.^'  He 
ceafed  ;  and  after  fome  days  fpent 
with  the  v-enerable  St.  Hubert 
MoNTMORiN,  (accompanied  by  He- 
EACLius,  the  kinfman  of  Helen,  fet 

forward 
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forward  for  the  ocean.  The  parting 
of  St.  Hubert  and  his  nephew  was 
interelling  in  the  extreme^ — thofe 
alone  who  have  parted  with  the  ob- 
je6ls  of  affectionate  regard,  whilfl 
their  minds  were  impreiied  with  a 
convi^ftion  that  they  arc  to  meet  no  more 
on  earth,  they  alone  can  conceive  the 
feelings  of  St.  Hubert  and  Mont- 
MORiN  ;  for  though  their  acquaintance 
was  but  of  lliort  date,  by  the  fight  of 
his  nephew  were  the  dormant  affec- 
tions of  the  hermit  thoroughly  awaken- 
ed, whilfl  his  misfortunes  added  to 
the  force  of  kindred-blood,  had  fc- 
cured  him  a  lively  intereft  in  the  bo- 
fom  of  Mo^'TMORlN. 

When 
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When  the  travellers  were  within 
fight  of  the  deflined  port,  they  over- 
took a  proceffion  of  a  fingular  defcrip- 
tion  :  a  friar^  of  the  Order  of  Mere)", 
leading  a  horfe  caparifoned  with  black, 
and  bearing  a  cofnn  covered  with  a 
iable  pail,  fixed  acrofs  the  faddle.  in 
company  with  the  friar  was  a  lady  in 
deep  mourning,  her  head  covered  with 
a  black  veil,  and  holding  a  crucifix  in 
her  hand  ;  they  delayed  not  for  a  mo- 
ment to  enquire  the  caufe  of  this  ex- 
traordinary proceffion.  The  lady  re- 
turned no  anfwer  to  their  enquiries,  and 
indeed  feemed  wholly  abforbed  in  grief. 
— From  the  friar,  however,  they 
learned  that  in  the  coffin  were  con- 
G  tained 
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tallied  the  remains  of  a  noble  Vene- 
tian, who  had  been  captured  by  the 
Turks,  and  had  whilft  in  captivity 
died  of  his  wounds  ;  that  the  lady 
they  faw  was  his  millrefs,  who  on  the 
firfl  news  of  his  melancholy  fate,  had 
haftened  to  follcit,  in  perfon,  the  free- 
dom of  her  lover — I'hat  (provided 
with  a  confiderable  ranfom)  fhe  had 
repaired  to  the  place  of  his  captivity.; 
but  arrived  only  time  enough  to  re- 
ceive his  expiring  figh — That  having 
purchafed  the  corpfe  at  a  confiderable 
price,  fhe  was  now  returning  to  Ve- 
nice, there  to  ercd:  a  fuperb  monu- 
ment to  his  memory.  Montmorin 
<3elayed  not  to  make  application  for  a 

paflagc 
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palTage  for  Selima  and  himfelf  in  the 
fame  veiTel  with  this  fmgular  com- 
pany. This  favour  was  readily  grant- 
ed, and  they  all  embarked  for  Ve- 
nice, leaving  Heraclius  to  return 
home,  and  continue  his  attentions  to 
the  venerable  St.  Hubert. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XXIV. 


MONTMORIN,  doomed  to 
be  the  fport  of  fortune,  had 
not  been  long  at  fea,  before  an  Alge- 
rlne  corfair  once  more  deprived  him 
of  that  liberty  he  had  fo  lately  ob- 
tained. This  event  had  nearly  proved 
fatal  to  his  life.  At  the  time  when 
hope  was  kindly  pointing  towards  his 
native  country,  as  if  about  to  fix  her 
anchor  on  the  ihores  of  France— /^f;r 

to 


I 
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to  fee  himfelf  once  more  reduced  to 
the  humiliating  and  hopelefs  condi- 
tion of  a  flave- — to  fland  fo  fevere  a 
Jhock  of  adverfity,  when  in  full  expec- 
tation of  profperity,  required  a  forti- 
tude more  than  human. — Montmo- 
RiN,  who  had  braved  the  approach  of 
death,  when  furrounded  by  the  mag- 
nificent horrors  of  war, — he  who  had 
prepared  to  meet  with  ferenity  an  un- 
merited and  ignominious  fate,  was  not 
equal  to  fupport  this  laft  trial — his 
fpirits  funk  under  it,  and  he  became  a 
prey  to  the  mofl  gloomy  reiledions. 

On  their  arrival  at  Algiers,  the  cap- 
tain conveyed  all  his  prifoners  to  his 
G  3  own 
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own  country-hoiife,  where  he  fuifcred 
MoNTMORiN,  Selima,  the  lady  and 
the  friar^  to  remain  iinmoleiled,  whilfl 
he  difpofed  of  the  reft  of  the  crew  to 
the  highefl  bidders  in  the  public  Have- 
market.  As  it  was  from  Montmorin 
and  his  fele6l  party  alone  that  he  enter- 
tained any  hopes  of  receiving  a  con- 
fiderable  ranfom  ;  their  jewels  having 
led  him  to  fuppofe  they  were  people  of 
wealth ;  and  nfter  keeping  them  for 
fome  time  in  confinement  within  doors, 
to  make  them  more  deHrous  of  liberty, 
Rhedi  (the  Barbarian  chief)  employ- 
ed MoNTMORiNand  the  friar  in  fevere 
taH^s,  whilil  he  lodged  Selima  and 

Es- 
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EsTEFANiA,  the   Venetian   lady,   in 
his  feraglio. 

Amongft  the  females  who  compofed 
the  haramof  Rhedi,  was  a  young  Cir- 
caiiian  of  very  diHinguiihed  beauty  ; 
ihe  had  long  reigned  fole  emprefs  of 
his  heart  ;  but  for  Rhedt,  novelty 
poffefTed  moil  powerful  attradtions. — 
.Selima  was  by  no  means  dellitute  of 
perfonal  charms  ;  Ihe  was  indeed  (ac- 
cording to  Eailern  ideas)  a  perfed 
fceauty — large  blue  eyes,  a  fair  com- 
plexion, and  locks  of  a  fable  hue — 
all  thefe  recommendations  Selima 
poiTeiTed,  She  boailed  aifo  another, 
and  a  far  more  important  charm,  for 
G4  ihe 
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fhe  had  an  elelevated  mind  ;  but  ot 
this  merit  her  new  admirer  was  no 
judj 


ige. 


Whild  Rhedi  was  afiiduoufly  foli- 
citing  the  regards  of  Selima,  Este- 
FANiA,  whofe  charms  were  fomewhat 
lefs  captivating,  but  whofe  charadlcr 
and  misfortunes  would  in  the-opinion 
of  any  (but  a  Barbarian)  have  render- 
ed her  more  intereilingly  engaging 
than  her  blooming  rival,  devoted  her 
folitary  days  to  the  pleafing,  though 
melancholy  employment  of  weeping 
over  the  corpfe  of  her  lover  ;  which, 
at  her  mod  earneft  entreaties,  had  been 
placed  in  her  apartment.     Zemira, 

the 
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.the  quondam  objed  of  Rhedi's  affec- 
tions, perceiving  her  own  influence  on 
the  decline,  and  beyond  meafure 
piqued  at  the  defertion  that  had  taken 
-placCj  determined  on  a  fpeedy  revenge. 
She  accordingly  difpatched  a  confiden- 
tial female  to  inform  Montmorin 
that  his  merit  having  made  a  conli- 
xlerable  impreflion  on  her  heart,  the 
very  next  evening  that  Rhedi  paffed 
at  Algiers  Ihould  be  the  one  feledied 
for  the  completion  of  his  happinefs. 

For  an  adventure  of  this  nature, 
(big  with  danger  and  unfupported  by 
pafTion)  Montmorin  felt  not  the 
fmaileil  inclination.     Perhaps  fear  of 

detec- 
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detedlion — perhaps  the  purity  of  his 
affedlicns  for  Heloise — perhaps  a 
ftill  higher  motive,  occafioned  the  re- 
fufal  he  fent  to  Zemira.  She,  how- 
ever hefitated  not  to  afcribe  it  to  con- 
tempt of  her  pcrfonal  charms.  Even 
in  Europe,  where  women  are  endowed 
with  many  other  attractions,  a  flight 
of  this  nature  is  confidered  as  not  ea- 
fily  pardonable ;  but  in  a  country 
where  reafon  feldom  rivets  the  chains 
of /oi^^— where  beauty  is  the  fole  fup- 
port  of  female  fvvay, — there  it  mull 
expedl  the  fevered  punifliment.  For 
a  moment  revenge  prompted  the  death 
of  MoNTiMORiN, — but  defirc  checked 
the  idea,   and  confined  the  anger  of 

Ze- 
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Zemira  to  threats — thefe  were  com- 
municated to  MoNTMORiN,  and  had 
he  conceived  that  the  power  of  this 
fair  one  equalled  her  vindictive  incli- 
nation^ they  might  poffibly  have  pro- 
duced the  defired  tWt^,  Montmo- 
fiiN  however  perfifted  to  decline  her 
o-ifer,  urging  in  his  excufe  the  extreme 
danger  that  mull  be  incurred  by  both 
parties.  Zemira  now  fufpeded  that 
S  EL  I  MA,  whofe  charms  had  deprived 
lierofRHEDi,  might  alfo  have  pre- 
vioufxy  engaged  the  afFedions  of 
MoNTMORiN^  fo  as  to  render  him  in- 
fenfible  of  her  attradions^  and  yet  as 
Selima  and  Montmorin  had  no  op- 
portunities  of    meetings    ihe   hoped 

that 
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that  time  might  effe6b  the  wifhed-for 
xhange.  Some  months  however  hav- 
ing elapfed,  devoted  by  Rhedi  to 
fruitlefs  folicitation,  as  they  were  by 
Selima  to  the  pradice  of  virtues  that 
would  have  adorned  a  more  enlighten- 
ed mind  ;  whilft  Estefania,  Mont- 
MORiN,  and  the  friar,  defpairing  of 
evermore  beholding  their  native  coun- 
try, were  become  the  vidlims  of  fet- 
tled uniform  melancholy. — Zemira 
refolved  that  death  fhould  remove  the 
guiltlefs  obftacle  to  her  own  happi- 
nefs, — A  flow  poifon  was  accordingly 
adminiftered  to  the  unfufpedling  Se- 
LiMA  ;  the  effcds  were  foon  vifibk^ 
but  they  did  not  feem  likely  to  be  as 

foon 
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foon  fatal,  Whilil  matters  were  in 
this  fituation,  a  friar  of  the  Order  of 
Mercy  arrived  from  Venice,  with  an 
imm.enfe  fum  fent  by  the  Republic 
to  obtain  the  relief  of  Estefania, 
and  her  fuite  ;  this  lady  being  of  the 
noble  houfe  of  Cornaro  will  account 
for  the  fcrenuous  exertions  made  to 
procure,  her  freedom.  The  news  of 
this  event  was  highly  grateful  to  the 
captives,  as  the  benevolent  and  ami- 
able EsTEFANiA  failed  not  to  include 
SELiMA.and  MoNTMORiN  in  the  num- 
ber of  thofe  on  whom„  the  ineilimable 
gift  of  freedom  was  now  about  to  be 
bellowed.  Rhedi  parted  with  reluc- 
tance from  tlie  obdurate  Selima,  yet 

he 
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he  had  no  profpedt  of  fuccefs  but  from 
force,  and  that  he  cared  not  to  em . 
ploy,  for  fear  (leil:  Ihe  behig  the 
daughter  of  a  Believer)  he  might  here- 
after fuffer  for  any  outrageous  attempt 
on  her.  She  therefore,  in  company 
with  her  fellow-fufferers,  was  permit- 
ted to  embark  for  Venice,— where, 
after  a  profperous  voyage,  they  arri- 
ved in  fafcty. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XXV. 


^W^  H  E  benevolence  of  Estefani  a 
-•-  unequalled  but  by  her  misfor- 
tunes, provided  a  fuitabie  refidence  for. 
the  Itrangers^  and  affiduouily  watched 
the  declining  health  of  Selima. 
Though  MoNTMORiN  lovcd  but  Hi- 
LOiSE,  yet  his  gratitude  to  Selima 
rendered  his  feelings  on  her  account 
highly  painful.  From  Zemira's  lafl 
menage  which  Ihe  fent  to  him  when 

he 
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he  was  about  to  embark,  he  cnfily  ac- 
counted for  the  indifpofition  of  the 
generous  fair  one.  To  the  medical 
fages  of  the  Day  he  applied  :  they  gave 
him  hopes  that  youth  might  yet  be 
found  too  flrong  for  the  poifon  which 
the  unfufpecling  Selima  had  taken. 
Tiie  wifhes  of  Montmorin,  as  is  ge- 
nerally the  cafe,  dictated  to  his  hopes, 
and  Selima  who  was  flill  ignorant  of 
the  fource  whence  her  indifpofition 
arofe,  was  cheered  with  the  promife 
of  returning  health  ;  a  fea  voyage 
was  advifedj  and  with  this  prefcription 
MoNTMORiN  determined  fpeedily  to 
comply. 

On 


I 
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On  the  day  previous  to  the  intended 
departure  of  Selima  and  Montmo- 
■RiN,  as  they  were  walking  in  St.  Mark's 
Place,  they  obferved  a  number  of 
Turkiih  Haves  at  that  moment  land- 
ing ;  they  were  the  crew  of  a  galley 
juil  taken  by  a  velTel  belonging  to  the 
Republic — there  were  feveral  who 
from  their  drefs  and  the  heavy  irons 
they  bore,  were  pointed  out  as  the 
ilaves  Vv^ho  had  rowed  the  Turkiih 
galley.  One  of  thofe  men  appeared 
greatly  dejeded, — and  v/alked  to- 
wards the  prifon  (whither  they  were 
then  conducting  him)  with  an  air  pe- 
culiarly forrowful,  as  he  paffed  by 
S^LiMA  ihe  exclaimed,  ^^  My  father T' 
H  and 
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and  fainted  in  the  arms  of  Montmo 
RiN  ;  the  captive  awakened  from  his 
reverie  by  her  well-known  voice,  burft 
into  tears,  and  attempted  to  approach 
his  daughter;  but  one  of  the  guard 
giving  him  a  fevere  lafli,  forced  him 
to  proceed. — The  old  mai}  uttered  a 
groan,  and  calling  one  look  of  pity 
upon  his  unhappy  child,  followed  the 
partners  of  his  mifery.  Montmorim, 
in  vain,  endeavoured  to  procure  a 
refpite  for  the  unhappy  Murad  ;  his 
guards  Vvxre  inflexible,  and  the  advo- 
cate was  obliged  to  defift.  With  dif- 
ficulty he  effedled  the  recovery  of 
Selima,  and  having  conveyed  her 
home,  haitencd  to  folicit  the  interfe- 
rence 
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rence  of  Estefania  to  procure  the 
liberty  of  Murad. — This  the  benefi- 
cent Venetian  eafily  accompliihed,  and 
MoNTMORiN  flew  to  the  fcene  of  his 
confinement. 

As  he  entered  the  dreary  abode,  his 
heart  throbbed  with  generous  extafy 
at  the  idea  of  refloring  to  Murad 
that  freedom  which  had  been  forfeited 
in  confequence  of  his  own  prefer  va- 
tion. 

He  found  the  defponding  captive 
feated  in  a  remote  corner  of  the  dun- 
geon, his  arms  were  folded,  whilil  his 
eyes  were  directed  towards  that  Hea- 
H  %  ven 
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ven  whofe  mercy  never  fails  to  alle- 
viate the  fufferings  of  thofe,  who  bear 
its  chaftijfements  with  pious  rellgna- 
tion.  MuR  M)  foon  recognized  Mont- 
MORiN, — the  feelings  of  the  captive 
were  abforbed  in  thofe  of  the  father- 
he  earneftly  enquired  if  his  Selima 
was  recovered.  The  Baron  anfwer- 
red  in  the  affirmative,  adding  that 
fhe  waited  vv^ith  anxiety  to  implore 
his  forgivenefs,  fhewing  him  at  the 
fame  time  the  order  for  his  liberty. 
MuRAD  arofe,  and  followed  Mont- 
MORiN  to  the  refidence  of  Selima. 

The  interview  that  took  place  was 
intercfting  in  the  extreme.     Scenes  of 

this 
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this  nature  muff  neceffarily  faifer  great- 
ly from  defcription.  Sufnce  it  there- 
fore to  fay,  that  the  light  of  Selima 
banifhed  for  a  v^^hlle  the  remembrance 
of  forrow  from  the  breaft  of  Murad. 

When  the  flrit  tranfports  of  unut- 
terable joy  were  over,  Murad  informed 
them,  that  being  fuppofed  guilty  of 
conniving  at  the  efcape  of  Moi^ttmo- 
RiN,  he  himfeif  had  been  fentenced  to 
the  galleys  for  life.  He  then  exprcf- 
fed  his  gratitude  to  Heaven  for  its  in- 
terference in  his  behalf,  whilfl  Selima 
endeavoured  by  every  manifeflation  of 
the  tendered  regard,  to  atone  for  a 
condud:  to  which  nothing  could  have 
H  3  induced 
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induced  her,   but  the  force  of  her  at- 
tachment to  MoNTMORiN. — Love  is  a 

tyrant  who  will  bear  no  rival  mar  the 
throne  ;  its  magic  influence  has  dilated 
the Jlinty  heart  of  avarice,  2LndJleeled  to 
vengeance  the  gentlefl  bofoms.  In 
vain  do  the  other  pafTions  oppofe  its  J 
fway.  Like  a  Roman  vi6lor  the  lit- 
tle God  drags  them  triumphant  at  his 
chariot  wheels. 

Moft  people  will  feverely  cenfure 
the  condudt  of  Selima,  as  if  highly 
culpable, — but  when  fhe  is  confidered 
as  having  been  fwayed  by  the  moft 
impetuous  and  dangerous  paffion  that 
can  aduate  the  human  breaft  ;  when 

It 
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iris  confidered  that  reafon,  though  the 
nobleft  attribute  of  man,  can  but  faint- 
ly refift  its  encroaching  authority,  we 
Ihall  not  with-hold  our  pity  from  the 
haplefs  Selima. 

MoNTMORiN  propofed  to  Murad 
that  he  Ihould  be  the  companion  of 
their  voyage.  He  fighed  ajfent;'  as  if 
the  awful  hand  of  fate  had  unfolded 
the  momentous  fcroll  of  delliny  ;  and 
warned  Murad  of  his  approaching 
diflblution, — he  fickened — the  foul  of 
Selima  was  on  the  rack.  Nine  days 
he  lingered  in  this  world  of  woe — 
on  the  tenth  he  clafped  the  hand  of 
Selima,  and  ceafed  to  fuffer.  This 
H  4  event 
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event  had  well  nigh  terminated  the 
forrows  of  the  lovely  mourner.  When 
the  unremitting  and  tender  attentions 
of  MoNTMORiN  had  at  length  reftored 
fome  portion  of  tranquillity  to  her 
breafl,  the  lafl  rites  being  paid  to  the 
corfe  of  MuRAD,  they  embarked  for 
France,  whither  they  were  foon  wafted 
by  propitious  gales. 


CHAP. 


i 
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CHAP.     XXVL 


'^yrONTMORIN  perceived  with 
±.1 M,  inexprefTible  regret  that  the 
effeds  of  Zemira's  treachery  would 
probably  fion  prove  fatal.  His  Gonjec- 
tures  alas !  were  but  too  well  founded. 
On  their  arrival  in  France,  Selima  was 
fet  on  fhore^  but  was  then  too  ill  to 
admit  of  being  removed  to  his  caille, 
which  lay  at  a  confiderable  dillance. 

On 
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On  hearing  that  a  fick  llranger  was 
at  one  of  the  Inns  in  the  town,  two 
Grey  Siflers  repaired  thither  to  dif- 
charge  thofe  important  and  amiable 
duties  for  which  their  fiderhood  was 
inflituted. 

When  they  entered  the  apartment, 
Selima  reclined  on  a  couch,  was 
calling  a  languid  Icok  on  the  aftlidted 
MoNTMoniN — the  drefs  of  Heloife  pre- 
vented  the  recoUedions  of  her  lover — 
Wonder  and  agony  filled  her  bofom* 

With  trembling  fleps  fne  fought  the 
convent.  Montmorin  alive — hut  Jiran- 
gerJiUl — inconjiant — it  was  too  much 

— and 


I 
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1^  — and  yet  to  her  he  ilill  was  dead. 
That  folemn  vow  which  confecrates 
to  Heaven  the  veflal's  fpotlefs  love 
— That  vow  had  palTed  her  lips. — Ex- 
quifite  as  were  her  fufFerings,  religion 
calmed  her  fpirit,  and  moderated  her 
tranfports — tears  fhed  in  folitude  were 
the  only  effeds  of  this  wonderful  dif- 
covery  ; — hope,  celeflial  hope,  pro- 
mifed  a  blifs  beyond  the  reach  of  fate. 
Helois:e  looked  with  refignation  to- 
wards that  happy  ihore,  where  forever 
ceafe  the  Jhort4ived  forrows  of  mortality^ 
whilil  memory  7^^//  reftore  them,  but 
to  heighten  the  felicity  awarded  by 
Heaven  as  the  meed  of  fuffering  virtue. 

Mont- 
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MoxTMORiN  in  the  mean  time  re- 
ceived thelaft  figh  of  his  generous  Se- 
LiMA — the  tear  of  grateful  remcm^ 
brance  bedewed  her  urn.  Pre\'ious  to 
her  death,  the  pioiis  Father  Nicolas 
had  received  her  into  thebofom  of  the 
church,  and  Mcntmorin  prepared 
to  depofite  her  loved  remains  in  the 
chapel  of  the  Grey  Sillers.  The 
news  of  the  intended  funeral  foon 
reached  the  weeping  Heloise,  and  ihe 
prepared  to  afTift  in  payingthe  laltfad 
rites  to  her  rival.  Had  Heloise  ftill 
been  miftrefs  of  her  l\md,  this  intelli- 
gence might  have  revived  her  drooping 
fpirit.  But  flie  with-held  not  a  tear 
from  the  alhes  of  Selima.      At  the 

appointed 
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appointed  time  ihe  entered  the  chapel 
bearing  her  taper.  When  the  melan- 
choly proceffion  approached,  h^v  heart 
palpitated, — Montmorin  appeared ; — 
Heloise  joined  with  tremulous  voice 
in  the  folemn  requiem.  When  the  fad 
rites  were  concluded,  the  lovely  veftal 
r  having  caft  one  parting  look  on  the  un- 
-confcious  Baron,  returned  to  her  celL 

The  dreadful  fcene  was  over— hi- 
therto her  exertions  had  not  failed  her, 
but  on  reaching  her  apartment  Ihe 
f\vooned.  By  the  affidance  of  the  fif- 
terhood  ihe  recovered,  and  in  time  be- 
icamerefigned  to  her  fate. 

Mont- 
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MoNTMORiN  in  the  mean  while  hav- 
ing no  longer  any  impediment  to  his 
willies,  fet  out  for  his  paternal  feat. 
On  the  fecond  day  he  arrived  within  a 
few  miles  of  the  caflle  :  whilft  he 
flopped  to  refrelli  his  ileed  at  a  fmall 
cottage,  an  old  peafant  approached 
kim,  whofe  hoary  locks  and  emaciated 
figure  pleaded  flrongly  in  his  favour  ; 
he  extended  his  hand  to  folicit  cha- 
rity ;  but  knowing  human  nature,  he 
extended  it  zvith  doubt,  A  big  tear 
gliflened  in  his  eye,  uncertain  whether 
it  was  to  fall,  as  the  tribute  of  grdt'uudey 
or  as  the  effujlon  of  d'lf appointment, — 
He  was  relieved,  the  tear/^// — but  it 
was  not  lojiy — it  was    recorded  in  the 

pre  fence 
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prefence  of  Him  who  inculcates  the 
pradice,  and  will  reward  the  exertions 
of  Charity. 

From  the  peafant,  Montmorin 
learned  that  Vallance  having  made 
his  peace  at  court,  was  releafed,  and 
was  at  that  moment  befieging  the  caille 
of  Montmorin.  The  Baron  fiew  to 
his  paternal  feat —  it  was  evening  when 
he  arrived.  The  idea  that  its  inha- 
bitants wanted  a  deliverer  haflened  his 
approach  ;  but  lelTened  the  pleafure 
which  after  a  long  abfence,  the  light 
of  thofe  fcenes  where  we  have  formerly 
been  happy,  feldom  fails  to  infpire. 


By 
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By  a  fecret  way  he  reached  the  caf- 
tle,  and  having  entered  through  a  fub- 
terraneous  palTage,  he  fuddenly  ap- 
peared in  the  great  hall. 

The  fight  of  one  whom  they  had 
confidered  as  now  no  more,  did  not  fail 
to  alarm  the  guards  who  were  itationed 
there  ;  they  fled  in  wild  dlfmay,  and 
with  difficulty  were  they  prevailed  on 
to  return.  At  length  the  Baronefs 
and  the  other  relations  of  Montmorin 
ventured  to  appear  ;  and  a  fcene  too 
interefling  for  defcription  enfued. 
Montmorin  eagerly  enquired  for  his 
Heloise, — the  Baronefs  replied,  that 
fmce  her  efcape  from  D'Anois,  nothing 
had  been  heard  of  her-     Montmorin 

now 
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now  gave  himfelf  up  to  defpair  ; — -at 
length  however  the  dangers  that  envi- 
roned his  family  roufed  him  to  a^fion, 
and  the  morning,  beginning  to  break, 
he  prepared  for  a  vigorous  fally. 

4 

Vallance  was  juil  marihalling  his 
troops  in  order  to  florm  the  caille  ; 
ivhen  the  prefence  of  its  lord,  who 
prefented  himfelf  with  his  vizor,  ele- 
'vatedy  rendered  the  guilty  Baron  mo- 
imilefs.  He  coniidered  Montmorin 
as  fent  from  the  grave  to  revenge 
a  father's  fate.  The  Baron  drop- 
ping his  vizor,  attacked  the  trembling 
Vallance,  Vv^ho  fell  an eafy  victim  to 
the  arm  of  his  antagoniil.  A  general 
1  route 
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route  enfiicd,  and  the  viclorioiis  Baron;. 
rc-cntcred  his  paternal  caflle  crowned 
with  weil-earned  laurels.  The  objedl 
that  had  hitherto  divided  his  attention, 
being  removed  by  the  defeat  of  Val- 
la nce,  his  thoughts  were  wholly  en- 
grojjed  by  the  lofs  of  Heloise.  For 
fome  days  he  remained  on  the  rack, 
unable  to  determine  on  any  line  of 
condud. 

When  the  Baron  Dupokts  having 
heard  of  his  return  repaired  to  the 
caflle,  and  communicated  to  him  the 
fituation  of  his  beloved,  horror  now 
feized  the  a-lonllhed  Montmorin — 
defpair   alPamed   the   empire  of  his 

breaft— 
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breaft— a  violent  fever  enfued  which 
confined  him  to  the  caflle :  he  could 
not  fly  to  Heloise^— but  if  h€  couldy 
the  fatal  vow  was  paffed.— Even  hop 
had  nothing  to  offer  but  deaths  and 
for  that  he  ardently  prayed.  Life  was 
on  the  v/ing— his  difconfolate  family 
were  weeping  around  him— -when  a 
friar  arriving  at  the  caflle,  demanded 
admiffion  to  the  Baron.  It  was  Fa- 
ther Nicolas,  This  venerable  m^an 
had  on  the  death  of  Selima,  dif- 
<:overed  that  her  companion  was  the 
Lord  of  MoNTMORiN — by  Heloise 
he  had  hoped  the  difcovery  might  not 
be  made,  and  ignorant  that  it  had, 
he  repaired  inilantly  to  Rome,  where 
I  2.  having 
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having  related  to  the  reigning  Pontiff 
the  particulars  of  this  fingular  ftory,  he 
obtained  fiom  him  a  bull,  abfolving 
Heloise  from  her  vow  of  celibacy,  * 

This  heavenly  neivs  difFufed  extafy 
throuo;h  the  walls  of  Montmorix.  In 
two  days  the  impatient  Baron  fet  off 
for  the  retreat  of  Heloise,  accom- 
panied by  Father  Nicolas  3  on  their 
arrival  they  repaired  to  the  convent^ 
and  on  enquiring  for  Heloise,  they 

*  Some  Re.iuers  having  objeiEled  to  tljs'cir- 
cumilance,  on  the  fcore  of  improbability,  the 
Author  begs  leave  to  obferve,  that  of  in- 
dulgencies  fimilar  to  th.it  obtained  for  He- 
i.oi  SE,  ficquent  mention  is  made  in  the  hiilory 
of  thofe  times,  as  wiJl  be  fcen  on  conful.ing  the 
wii.er-6  of  the  fourteenth  and  fifteciuh  centuries. 

were 
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were  direded  to  the  chapel.  They 
entered,  and  difcovered  by  the  light 
of  the  moon  the  penfive.  mourner 
kneeling  at  tbe  tomb  o/Selima,  and 
offering  up  prayers  for  the  repofe  of 
her  fpirit.  A  fcene  more  interelling 
could  not  be  witnefTed- — Selip^ia  was 
once  the  rival  of  Heloise — fhe  was 
confidered  as  the  charm  that  detained 
MoNTMORiN  in  the  Eafl  till  Heloise 
believing  him  dead,  by  one  folemn  ad: 
for  ever  precluded  herfelf  from  hap- 
pinefs — but  when  Selima  was  no 
more — religion  and  pity  conduced 
Heloise  to  her  grave,  whililmercy, 
cherubed  mercy,  Ihed  one  pitying  tear. 

Tears 
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Tears  afforded   relief  to  the  fiill 
heart    of    ;^.IoNTMORlN.      Heloise 
fainted   at    his  approach  :    when  fhe 
recovered,   Father  Nicolas  commu- 
nicated the  joyful  tidings — the  heart 
of  Heloise    revived — Montmorin 
knelt   and  vowed  eternal  love — He- 
loise,   though    ihe    believed    him 
guilty^  fynikd  bis  pardon  :  an  exculpa- 
tory explanation  then  took  place,  and 
the  next  day  witneiied  the  union  of 
two  lovers,  whofe  misfortunes   have 
perhaps  feldom  been  equalled:  whilft 
their  virtues  adorned  the  age  in  which 
they  lived. 

The 
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The   happinefs    they    experienced 
can  be  known  only  to  thofe  who  (after 
fiirniounting  various  and    important 
obfiacles)  have  reaped  the  fruits  of  a 
virtuous  attachment :    after  a  twelve- 
month palTed  at  Montmorin  in  a  feries 
of  blifsful  hours^  the  inhabitants  were 
alarmed  by  the  approach  of  a  litter 
preceded  by  a  man  on  horfeback.    On 
their  arrival  at  the  gates  of  the  caille^ 
Montmorin  recos:nized  Heraclius 
the.  kinflnan  of  Helen,   who  at  the 
particular  requeilof  the  pious  St.  Hu- 
'BERT  had  conveyed  his  remains  toge- 
jiher  with  thofe  of  his  beloved  Helen 
j:o  the  burial-place  of  his  own  anceilorS;, 

MONT:, 
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MoNTMORiN  bedewed  the  bier  of  the 
holy  anchoret  with  tears,  and  con- 
figned  his  body  to  the  grave ;  whilft 
he  placed  his  arms  in  the  hall  of  the 
caflle,  as  the  memorial  of  a  man 
whofe  misfortunes  claimed  the  pity^ 
whilfr  his  virtues  tended  to  increafe 
the  faith  of  mankind.  Heraclius 
having  now  no  longer  any  connexions 
in  the  Eafl,  became  an  inhabitant  of 
the  caille ;  where  he  palled  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  in  preparing  for 
that  awful  change  we  muft  all  expe- 
rience ;  refledling  with  pleafure  (tho' 
mingled  with  rc2;ret)  on  the  various 
events  of  a  life  which  Providence 
gracioufly  permitted  him  to  clofe  in 

an  enviable  retirement. 

POST- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


SHOULD  die  perufal  of  this  Tale 
have  fmoothed  the  wrinkled  brow 
of  Care^  or  cheered  the  languid  hours 
of  Difeafe— ihould  it  have  ferved  to 
baniih,  for  a  while^  the  recolledbion 
of  ufelefs  forrow,  or  proved  the  value 
— *whilll  it  inculcated  the  pra^ice  of 
Virtue,  it  will  then  have  anfwered  the 
principal  end  of  its  publication, 

FINIS. 
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VICAR'S     TALE. 


H   A    R    R    I    E    T 


O  Tlj     THE 


V  I  C  A  R's    T  A  L  E. 


The  fhott  and  fimple  annals  of  the  poor,        Crayo 

i^EI  NG  on  a  tour  to  the  North,  I 
was  one  evening  arrefled  in  my  pro- 
grefs  at  the  entrance  of  a  fmail  Ham- 
kt,  by  breaking  the  fore-wheel  of  my 
phaeton.  This  accident  rendering  it 
impracticable  for  me  to  proceed  to  the 
B  2  next 


(     4     ) 

next  town,    from  which  I  was   now 
fixteen  miles  dillant,  I   direded  my 
Heps  to  a  fmall  cottage,  at  the  door  of 
which,  in  a  woodbine  arbor,  fat  a  man 
of  about  fixty,  who  was  folacing  him- 
felf  with  a  pipe.     In  the  front  of  his 
houfe  was  affixed  a  fmall  board,  which 
I  conceived  to  contain  an  intimation, 
that  travellers  might  there  be  accom- 
modated.   Addrefling  myfelf  therefore 
to  the  old  man,  I  requefled  his  affift- 
ance,  which  he  readily  granted  ^  but 
on  my  mentioning  an  intention  of  re- 
maining at  his  houfe  all  night,  he  re- 
•  gretted  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
receive  me,  and  the  more  fo,  as  there 
was  no  inn  in  the  village^     It  was  not 

till 
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till  now  that  I  difcovered  my  error  con-; 
cerning  the  board  over  the  door,  -which; 
contained  a  notification,  that  there  was 
taught  that  ufeful  art,  of  which,  if  we 
credit  Mrs.  Bad  dele  y*s  Memoirs,  a, 
certain  noble  Lord  was  fo  grofsly  ig- 
norant In  Ihort,  my  friend  proved 
to  be  the  fchoolmafler,  and  probably 
Secretary  to  the  Hamlet.  Affairs 
were  in  this  fituation  when  the  Vicar 
made  his  appearance.  He  was  one  of 
the  moil  venerable  figures  I  had  ever 
fcen-y  his  time-filvered  locks  fhaded 
his  temples,  whilfl  the  lines  of  misfor- 
tune were,  alas  !  but  too  viiible  in  his 
countenance.  Time  had  fofteiied,.  but 
could  not  efface  them.  On  feeing  m.y 
B  3  broken. 
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broken   equipage,   he   addrefied  mc; 
and  when  he  began  to  fpeak  his  coun- 
tenance was  illumined  by  a  fmile.-— 
"  I  prefume.  Sir,  faid  he,  that  the  ac- 
cident you  have  juft  experienced,  will 
render  it  impoflible  for  you  to  proceed. 
Should  that  be  the  cafe,  you  will  be 
nluch  diftrelTed  for  lodgings,  the  place 
affording  no  accommodations  for  tra  - 
vellers,  as  my  parilhoners  are  neither 
willing  nor  able  to  fupport  an  alehoufe; 
and  as  we  have  few  travellers,  we  have 
little  need  of  one :  but  if  you  will  ac- 
cept the  bed  accommodation  my  cot- 
tage affords,  it  is  much  at  your  fervice/^ 
After  expreffing  the  fenfe  I  entertained 
of  his  goodnefs^  I  joyfully  accepted  fo 

de« 
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dcfirabie  art  offer.  As  we  entered  the 
Hamlet,  the  itin  was  gilding  with  his 
departing  beams  the  village,  fpire,  whilft 
a  gentle  breeze  refreihed  the  weary 
hinds,  who,. .  feated  beneath  the  vene- 
rable oaks  that  overlhadowed  their 
cottages,  were  repofmg  themfelves 
after  the  kbours  of  the  day,  and  lif- 
teniing  attentively  to  the  tale  of  an  old 
Soldier,  who,  like  myfelf,  had  wan- 
dered thus  far,  and  was  now  diftrefTed 
for  a  lodging.  He  had  been  in  fevcral 
adions,  in  one  of  which  he  had  loft  a 
leg;  and  was  now,  like  many  other, 
brave  fellows,- 


DoomM  to  beg 


'■'  His  bitter  bread  thro'  realms  his  valos  fav'd^'* 
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My  kind  hoft  invited  me  to  join  the 
crowd,  and  liften  to  his  tale.  With 
this  rcqueft  I  readily  complied.  No 
fooner  did  we  make  our  appearance, 
than  I  attraded  the  attention  of  every 
one.  The  appearance  of  a  flranger 
in  a  Hamlet,  two  hundred  miles  from 
the  capital,  is  generally  produdive  of 
furprifej  and  every  one  examines  the 
new  comer  with  the  moft  attentive  ob- 
fervation.  So  wholly  did  my  arrival  en- 
grofs  the  attention  of  the  villagers,  that 
the  veteran  was  obliged  to  defer  the  con- 
tinuation of  his  narrative,  till  their  cu- 
riofity  ihould  be  gratified.  Every  one 
there  took  an  opportunity  of  teftifying 
the  good  will  they  bore  my  venerable 

hoft. 
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hoft,  by  offering  him  a  feat  on  thegrafs. 
The  good  man.  and  myfelf  were  foon 
feated,  and  the  brave  veteran  refumed 
his  narrative,   in  the  following  words : 
^^  After,  continued  he,  I  had  been  in- 
toxieated,  I  was  carried  before  a  juflice, 
who  was  intimate  with  the  captain,  at 
whofe  requeft  he  atteiled  me  before  I 
had  fufficiently  recovered  my  fenfes  to 
fee  the  danger  I  was  encountering.     In 
the  morning,  when  I  came  to  myfelf,  I 
found  I  was  in  cuilody  of  three  or  four 
foldiers,   who,  after  telling  me  what 
had  happened,  in  fpite  of  all  I  could 
fay,  carried  me  to  the  next  town,  with- 
out  permitting  me  to  take  leave  of  one 
of  my  neighbours.  When  they  reached 

the 
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the  town  it  was  maFket  day^  and  I  faw 
leveral  of  the  peopk  fFom-  our  village^ 
who  were  all  forry  to  hear  what  had 
happened^,  and  endeavoured  to  procure 
my  releafe,  but  in  vain.-  After  taking 
an  aftedting  leave  oi  my  neighbours,  i 
v*^s  marched  to  Portsmouth,  and 
there,  together  with  an  hundred  more, 
embarked  for  the  coail  of  Africa. 
During  the  voyage,  mod  of  our  num- 
ber died,  or  became  fo  enfeebled  by 
ficknefs  as  to  make  them  unfit  for  fer- 
vice.  This  was  owing  partly  to  the 
climate,  partly  to  the  want  of  water, 
and  to  confinement  in  the  fhip.  When 
we  reached  the  coaft  of  Africa,  we 
>vere  landed^  and  experienced  every 

poflible 


(  II  ) 

pofnble  cruelty  from  our  ofEcers.  Ar 
length  however,  a  marti  of  war  arrived^- 
who  had  lort  feveral  marines  in  a  late 
adlion^  and  I,  with  fome  others,  was 
fent  on  board  to  feive  in  that  flationa^ 
Soon  after  we  put  to  fea,  we  fell  in  with 
a  French  man  of  war.  In  the  adion  I 
loft  my  kg,  and  was  near  being  thrown, 
overboard;  but  the  hunlanity  of  the 
chaplain,  prefer ved  m.y  life,;  and  on  my 
return  to  England  procured  my  dif- 
charge.  I  applied  for  the  Chelsea. 
bounty,,  but  it  was  refdfed  me,,  becaufe 
I  loft  my  limb  when  ailing  as  a  marine : 
and  as  I  was  not  a  regular  marine,  I 
was  not  entitled  to  any  protedion  from 
tliQ  Admiralty,  Therefore  I  am  re- 
duced 
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dilced.  to  live  on  the  good-will  of  thofe 
who  pity  my  misfortunes^  To  be  fure 
mine  is  a  hard  lot ;  but  the  King  does 
pot  know  it^  or  (God  blefs  his  Ma- 
jelly)  he  is  too  good  to  let'thofe  flarve 
who  have  fought  his  battles.*' 

•  The  village  clock  now  flriking 
eight,  the  worthy  Vicar  rofe,  and 
flipping  fome^hing  into  the  old  man's 
hand,  defired  me  to  follow  him.  At 
our  departure,  the  villagers  promifed 
to  take  care  of  the  veteran.  We  re- 
turned the  farewel  civiliues  of  the 
ruRics,  and  diredled  our  fleps  to  the 
vicarage.  It  was  fmall,  with  a  thatched 
roof.     The  front  was  entirely  covered 

with 
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with  woodbine  and  honeyfuckle,  whicli 
ilrongly  fcentedthe  circumambient  air, 
A,  grove  of  ancient  oaks,  that  fur-- 
mounded  the  houfe,  cafl  a  folemn  fhade 
over,  and  preferved  the  verdure  of  tlie 
adjacent  lawn,  through  the  midft  of 
which  ran  a  fmalllDrook,  that  gently 
murmured  as  it  flowed.  This,  toge- 
ther with  the  bleating  of  the  Iheep,  the 
lowing  of  the  herds,  the  village  mur- 
murs, and  the  diftant  barkings  of  the 
trufty  curs,  who  were  now  entering  on 
their  office  as  guardians  of  the  Ham- 
let, formed  a  concert,  at  leafl  equal 
to  that  in  Tottenham-court-road.  On 
entering  the  wicket,  we  were  met  by 
a  little  girl  of  fix  years' old.     Her 

drefe 
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drefs  was  fimple,  but  elegant  j  and  her 
appearance  fuch  as  fpoke  her  deflined 
for  a  higher  fphere.    As  foon  as  fhe 
had  informed  her  grandfather  that  flip- 
per was  ready,  fhe  dropped  a  courtefy, 
and  retired.  I  delayed  not  a  tnoment  to 
congratulate  the  good  old  man  on  his 
poiTeffing  fo  great  a  treafure.     He  re- 
plied, but  with  a  figh,  and  we  entered 
the  houfe,  where  every  thing  was  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  an  air  of  elegant  fnnpli- 
city  that  furprifed  me.     On  our  en- 
trance, he  introduced  me  to  his  wife ; 
a  wom.an  turned  of  forty,   who  flill 
poflefTed  great  remains  of  beauty,  and 
had  much  the  appearance  of  a  woman 
of  falhion.      She  received    me  with 

eafy 
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cafy  polltenefs,  and  regretted  tliat  ihe 
had  it  not  in  her  power  to  entertain 
me  better.  I  requeued  her  not  to 
diftrels  me  with  unneceflary  apologies,, 
and  we  fat  down  to  fupper.  The  Httle 
.angel  who  welcomed  us  at  the  door^ 
now  feating  herfelf  oppofite  to  me^ 
-afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  con- 
templating one  of  the  finefl  faces  I 
had  ever  beheld.  My  worthy  hoil^ 
obferving  how  much  i  was  jftruck  with 
her  appearance,  direded  my  attention 
rto  a  picture  which  hung  over  the 
anantle  piece«  It  was  Urilcing  likenefs 
^ofmy  little  neighbour,  but  on  a  larger 
fcale.  That,  Sir,  faid  he,  is  Harriet's 
:inother«    Do  you  not  think  there  is  a 

vaft 


(     i6    ) 

A^aft  refemblance  ?  To  this  I  aflented, 
when  the  old  man  put  up  a  prayer  to 
Heaven,  that  fhe  might  refemble  her 
mother  in  every  thing  but  her  unhappy 
fate.  He  then  ftarted  another  topick 
of  converfation,  without  gratifying  the 
curiofity  he  had  excited  concerning  die 
fate  of  Harrietts  mother,  for  whom 
I  already  felt  myfelf  much  inte relied. 

Supper  being  removed,  after  chat'- 
ting  fome  time,  my  worthy  hoft  con- 
<iu6i:ed  me  to  my  bed-chamber,  which 
was  on  the  ground  floor,  and  lined 
with  jelTamin,  that  was  conduced  ia 
at  the  windows.  After  wifhing  me  a 
good  night,  he  retired,  leaving  me  to 

reft. 
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reft.  Th  e  beauty  of  the  fcenery,  how- 
ever, and  my  ufoal  propenfity  to  walk 
by  moon-light,  induced  me  to  leave 
my  fragrant  cell.  When  I  fallied  forth, 
the  moon  was  darting  her  temperate 
rays  through  the  ihade  that  furrounded 
the  cottage,  tipping  the  tops  of  the 
venerable  oaks  with  filver.  After 
taking  a  turn  or  two  on  the  lawn,  I 
wandered  to  the  fpot,— "  where  the 
rude  fore-fathers  of  the  Hamlet 
fleep.'*  It  was  fmall,  and  for  the  moft 
part  ftirrounded  with  yew-trees  of  an 
antient  date,  beneath  whofe  folemn 
ihade  many  generations  had  mouldered 
into  duft.  No  fooner  did  I  enter,  than 
my  attCx^tion  Wc7s  caugbl  by  a  pillar  of 
C  white 
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white  marble,  placed  on  the  fummit 
of  a  fmall  eminence,  the  bafe  of  which 
was  furrounded  with  honeyfuckles  and 
woodbines,  whilfl  a  large  willow 
overlhadowed  the  pillar.  As  I  was 
with  attention  perufing  the  epitaph,  I 
was  not  a  little  alarmed  by  the  ap- 
proach of  a  figure,  cloathed  in  a  long 
robe.  The  apparition  continued  ad- 
vancing towards  me  with  a  flow  ftep, 
ahd  its  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground,  which 
prevented  it  obferving  me  till  we  weie 
within  reach  of  each  other.  Great  was 
my  wonder  at  recognizing  my  worthy 
hoft  in  this  fituation;  nor  was  his 
aftoniihment  lefs  at  finding  his  gueft 
thus  courting  the  appearance  of  goblins 

and 
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and  fairies.  After  each  had  expreiled 
the  furprize  he  felt,  I  proceeded  to  en- 
quire whofe  dull  was  th^ere  enfhrined. 
To  my  queflion  he  returned  anfwer:— 
There,  Sir^  fleeps  Harriet's  mother, 
an  innocent,  but  unfortunate  woman. 
Pardon  me,  Sir^  faid  he,  if  for  a  mo- 
ment I  indulge  niy  forrow>  and  bedew 
my  Harriet's  grave  with  tears,— a 
tribute  that  I  often  pay  her  much^ 
loved  memory,  when  the  reft  of  the 
world  are  loft  in  lleep.  Here  he 
paufed,  and  feemed  much  agitated.  At 
length  he  requefted  my  permifTion  to 
defer  the  recital  *of  Harriet's  v/oes 
to  the  next  day,  as  he  found  himfelf 
unequal  to  the  taflc  of  proceeding  in 
C  2  the 
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the  painful  detail.     To  this  propofal  I 
readily  acceded,  and  we  returned  home. 
I  retired  to  my  room,  but  every  at- 
tempt  to  procure  fleep  proved  inef- 
fedtual.     Harriet  had  fo  wholly  oc- 
cupied my  thoughts,  that  no  moment 
of  the  night  was  fuffered  to  pafs  un- 
noticed.    At  length,    "  when  foared 
the  warbling  lark  on  high,"  I  left  my 
couch,   and  rejoined  my  worthy  land- 
lord, who  was  bufily  employed  in  the 
arrangement  of  his  garden.     Though 
I  declined  mentioning  the  fubjei^l  of 
our  lafl   night*s   adventure,— yet  he 
faw  the  marks  of  anxious  expedlation 
in  my  countenance,  and  proceeded  to 
gratify  the  curiofity  he  had  inlpired.— 

It 
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It  will  be  necelTaiy,  faid  he,  before  I 
proceed  to  relate  the  woes  that  befei 
my  daughter,  to  give  a  fhort  fl<-etch 
of  my  own  life.  Six  and  twenty  years 
ago,  Mrs.  — —  came  hither  for  the 
benefit  of  her  health,  the  air  being  re- 
comm.ended  as  highly  falubrious.  On 
her  arrival,  Ihe  gave  out  that  Hie  was 
the  daughter  of  a  clergman,  who  v/as 
lately  dead,  and  had  left  her  in  narrow 
circumftances.  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  vifit  her,  and  offer  her  any  little 
attention  in  my  power.  She  received 
•me  with  politenefs,  and  expreffed  a 
wifh  to  cultivate  my  acquaintance.  I 
continued  to  repeat  my  vifits  for  fonie 
time  -v/ithout  fuipeding  that  there  was 
C  3  any 
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any  thing  particular  in  her  hillary,—- 
till  one  morning  I  found  her  in  tears 
reading  a  letter  ihe  had  juft  received. 
On  my  entrance  fhe  gave  it  to  me :  it 
contained  a  notification  from  Lord 
B 's  agent,  that  her  ufual  re- 
mittances would  no  longer  be  con- 
tinued. On  perufing  this  letter^  I  was 
led   to   fuppole,   that  her   conne6tion 

with  Lord  B was  not  of  the  moil 

honourable  nature.  But  all  my  ful- 
picion  vanilhed  on  her  producing  fe- 

veral  letters  from  Lord  B to  her 

mother,  with  whom  he  had  been  long 
conne6led.  From  thefe  letters  I  learnr, 

that  Mrs. was  the  daughter  of 

Lord  B by  Mils  M ,  filler 

to 
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to  a  Scotch  bamnet,  whom  he  had  le- 
duced  and  fuppprted  during  the  re- 
mainder of  her  life.  But  he  had^  it 
feems,  determined  to  withdraw  his 
protedlion  from  the  fruit  of  their  con- 
nexion.     Mrs.    —    declared  ihe 

knew  not  what  Hep  to  take,  as  her 
finances  were  nearly  exhaufted.  I  en- 
deavoured to  comfort  her,  afTuring  her 
that  fhe  Ihould  command  every  afTixl- 
ance  in  my  power :  On  hearing  this, 
ihe  feemed  a  little  fatisfied,  and  became 
more  compofed.  After  fitting  with  her 
fome  time,  I  returned  home  to  con- 
fider  in  what  manner  I  might  moik 
eafily  afford  protedion  to  the  young 
orphan,  whofe  whole  dependance  was 
C  4  Oil 
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on  my  fiipport.  If  I  took  her  home 
to  live  with  me,  as  I  was  unmarried^ 
it  would  give  offence  to  my  parilhion- 
crs.  My  income  was  too  confined  to 
afford  her  a  feparate  ellablifhment; 
Thus  circumflanced,  I  determined  to 
offer  her  my  hand.  You  will,  no 
doubt,  fay  it  was  rather  an  imprudent 
ftep  for  a  man  who  had  leen  his  fortieth 
year  to  conne6t  himfelf  with  youth  and 
beauty :  but  as  my  brother  was  then 
living,  it  was  impolfible  for  me  to  ren- 
der her  the  lead:  affiflance  on  any  odier 
"plan.  She  received  my  propofal  with 
grateful  furprife,  and  accepted  it  with- 
out hefitation.  In  a  few  days  we  were 
manied,  and  have  now  lived  together 

fix 
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fix  and  twenty  years  in  a  ilate,  the  k- 
licity  of  which  has  never  been  inter-- 
'^upted  by  thofe  difcordant  jars  which 
4re  fo  frequently  the  concomitants  of 
matrimony :  though,  alas !  our  peace 
has  received  a  mortal  wound  from  one^ 
the  bare  mention  of  whofe  name  fills 
me  with  horror !  But  not  to  digrefs : 
Before  the  return  of  that  day  which 
faw  me  bleffed  with  the  hand  ofEmilj^ 
my  happinels  received  an  important 
addition,  by  the  birth  of  a  daughter,, 
who  inherited  all  her  miOther^s  charms. 
It  is  fuperfluous  to  add,  that  flie  was 
equally  the  idol  of  both  her  parents ; 
and  as  fhe  was  the  only  fruit  of  our 
marriage,    Ihe    became  every   day  a 

greater 
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greater  favourite.  My  wife  had  re- 
ceived fuch  an  education  as  rendered 
her  fully  capable  of  accomplifhing  her 
daughter  in  a  manner  far  fuperior  to 
any  thing  her  fituation  required,  or 
perhaps  could  juftify.  To  this  agree- 
able employment,  however,  flie  de- 
voted her  whole  time,  and  when  Har- 
riet had  reached  her  eightcf^nth  year, 
ihe  was  in  every  reipect  a  highly  ac- 
complifhed  woman.  She  was  become 
what  that  picture  reprefents  her.  Witfi 
an  amiable  temper  and  gentle  manners, 
fhe  was  the  idol  of  the  villaQ:e.  Hi- 
therto  file  had  experienced  a  Hate  of  fe- 
licity unknown  in   the  more  exalted 

nations 
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nations  of  life — unconfcious,  alas !  of 
the  ills  that  awaited  her  future  years. 

It  is  with  reludance  I  proceed  in 
the  melancholy  narrative.  One  even- 
ing, as  a  young  man,  attended  by  a  ferr 
vant,  was  pafling  through  the  village^ 
his  horfe  {lartled>  and  threw  him. 
Happening  to  be  on  the  Ipot  at  the 
time,  I  offered  every  affiflance  in  my 
power,  and  conveying  him  to  my  cot- 
tage, diipatched  his  fervant  in  queit  of 
a  furgeon,  who  declared  our  patient 
was  not  in  the  leafl  danger,,  but  re- 
Gommended  it  to  him  to  delay  his  de- 
parture for  a  day  or  two.  His  healthy 
however,  or  rather  his  love^   did  not 

admit 
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admit  of  his  travelling  for  near  a  fort- 
night 'y  during  which  time  he  eftablifli- 
ed  his  intereft  with  Harriet  by  the 
moft  pleafing  and  unremitting  atten- 
tion to  her  flightefl  wifhes.  When 
about  to  depart,  he  requefled  leave  to 
repeat  his  vifit  on  his  return  from  his 
intended  tour,  dropping,  at  the  fame 
time,  fome  diftant  hints  of  his  affec- 
tion for  Harriet,  to  whom  he  was 
by  no  means  indifferent. 

Mr.   H (for  fo  our  guefl  was 

named)  informed  us,  previous  to  his 
departure,  that  he  had  a  fmall  inde- 
pendent fortune;  but  that  from  a 
diflant  relation  he  had  confiderable  ex- 

pedlation. 
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pedation.  After  bidding  an  affec- 
donate  adieu  to  Harriet,  he  fet  out 
on  his  intended  tour,  which  lailed  for 
a  nmonth. 

"During  the  time  of  Mr.  H— — *s 

.  abfence,  Harriet  appeared  penfive^ 

and  I  obferved  with  pain,  that  he  had 

made  no  (light  imprciTion  on  her  heart. 

At  length  Mr.  H —  returned,   and 

Harriet's  reception  of  Iiim  left  us  no 
room  to  doubt  her  attachment.  Du- 
ring his  fecond  vifit  he  was  very  alTi- 
duous  to  fecure  the  favour  of  all  the 
family:  with  Harriet  he  eafily  fuc- 

ceeded;   nor  were   Mrs.    T -or 

inyfeif  difpofed  to  diflike  him.     His 

man- 
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manners  were  elegant,  and  his  wit  live- 
ly. At  length  he  obtained  from  Har- 
riet the  promife  of  her  hand,  pro- 
vided her  parents  Ihould  not  objedl. 
Hitherto  I  had  never  been  induced  to 
make  any  enquiries  concerning  his 
circumllances  and  character.  Now> 
however,  by  his  diredion,  I  applied 
to  a  Mr^  Ek— NS,  a  clergyman  of  his 
acquaintance.  This  gentleman,  now 
in  an  exalted  flation  in  the  church, 
then  chaplain  to  Lord  C Ic,  in- 
formed   me,  that  Mr.    H was 

in  every  refped  a  defirable  match  for 
my  daughter  -,  and  that  whenever  his 
coufin  fhould  die,  he  would  be  enabled 
to  maintain  her  in  affluence  and  fplen- 

dor:-— 
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dor:— he  added,  that  his  charatSler 
was  unexceptionable.  Little  fufpedl-- 
ing  the  villainous  part  Mr.  Ek— ns 
was  a6ling,  I  readily  -confented  to  the 
propofed  union,    and  perfornnied  the 

cerenaony  nnyfelf.     Mr.  H —  re- 

quefted  that  their  marriage  might  be 
kept  a  fecret,  till  the  birth  of  a  fon 
and  heir.  This  propofal  alarmicd  me^ 
but  it  was  too  late  to  retreat;  and 
knowing  no  one  in  the  great  world, 
it  was  impofTible  for  me,  previous  to 
the  marriage,  to  procure  any  account 

of  Mr.  H >,  but  fuch  as  his  friend 

communicated  to  me.  Thus  circum* 
cumilanced,  I  could  only  confent; 
and  as  Harriet  readily  adopted  every 

pro- 
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propofal  that  came  from  one  Ihe  fo 
tenderly  loved,  the  matter  was  finally 
agreed  on.  After  flaying  a  few  days, 
he  fct  off  for  London,  but  foon  re- 
turned, and  paffed  the  whole  winter 
with  US;  and  in  the  ipring  Harriet 
was  delivered  of  that  little  girl  you  fo 
much  admire.  I  now  prefied  him  to 
acknowledge  my  daughter  as  his  wife. 
To  this  he  anfwered,  that  had  fhe 
brought  him  a  fon  he  would  readily 
have  complied  with  my  requeft ;  but 
that  his  coufin  was  fo  great  an  oddity, 
that  he  could  not  bear  the  idea  (to  ufe 
his  own  expreflion)  "  of  having  his 
fortune  lavifhed  in  a  milliner's  iliop.:" 
But,  added  he,  if  you  infill  upon  it,  I 

will 
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will  now  riil<:  the  lofs  of  all  his  fortune, 
and  introduce  my  Harriet  to  his 
prefence.     Harrier,  however,  again 

interfered,  and  defired  that  Mr.  H 

might  not  be  forced  into  meafures  that 
might  in  the  end  prove  deflru6tive  to 
his  future  prolped,  and  induce  him  to 
regret  the  day  he  ever  faw  her.     Thefe 

arguments  prevailed,   and  Mr,  H 

was  fufFered  to  continue  as  a  member 
of  the  family  without  any  farther  notice 
being  taken  on  the  fubje6t.  In  this 
manner  had  three  years  elapfed  un- 
diilinguiflied  by  any  remarkable  event, 

Mr.  H generally  paffing  half 

the  year  with  us,  and  the  remainder 

in  London,  attending,   as  he  faid,  on 

P  his 


(     34    ) 

his  coufin ;  when  one  day,  as  he  was 
fitting  with  us  at  dinner,  a  chaile  and 
four  drove  to  the   houfe.      The  fer- 

vants  enquired  for  Mr.  H ,  and 

on  hearing  he  was  there,  opened  the 
carriage  door.  A  gentleman,  drefied 
like  an  officer,  jumped  out,  followed 
by  a  lady  in  a  travelling  drefs;— they- 
ruihed  immediately  into  the  room. 
Their  appearance  amazed  us  -,  but  Mr. 

H betrayed   the  mofl    vifible 

marks  of  confternarion.  The  lady 
appeared  to  be  about  thirty.  She  was 
a  woman  by  no  means  deftitute  of  per- 
fonal  charms.  The  moment  Ihe  en- 
tered the  room,  fhe  feized  upon  Har- 
riet, and  loading  her  with  every  hor- 
rible 
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rible  epithet,  proceeded  to  indulge  her 
paiTion  by  fbriklng  her  innocent  rival* 
On  feeing  this,  an  old  fervant  of  mine 
feized  the  lady,  and  forcibly  turned 
her  out  of  the  houfe,  then  faftened  the 
door.  It  was  not  till  now  that  we  per- 
ceived the  abfence  of  Mr.  H— — — ^ 
who  had,  it  feems,  retired  with  the 
lady's  conapanion^  Whilll  we  were 
Hill  loft  in  amazement  at  the  tranf- 
•aftion  we  had  juft  wltneiTed,  we  were 
alanned  to  the  higheft  pitch  by  the 
report  of  a  piftol.  Harriet  inftantly 
fainted.  Whilfi  Mrs.  T.  was  recover- 
ing her,  I  flew  to  the  fpot  from  whence 
the  found  proceeded,  and  there  found 

Mr,  FI-: weltering  in  his  bloody 

D  2  with- 
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with  a  piftol  lying  by  him.  I  ap- 
proachedj  and  found  him  flill  fenfible. 
He  informed  me^  that  the  lady's  bro- 
ther and  he  had  fought,  and  diat  fee- 
ing him  fall,  they  had  both  efcaped  as 
fail  as  polTible.  I  inftantly  procured 
afiiftance,  and  conveyed  him  to  the 
houfe,  where  he  was  put  to  bed,  and 
a  furgeon  w^as  fent  for.  Mean  time 
Harriet  hadfeveral  fits,  and  we  were 
very  apprehxCnfive  that  the  hour  of  her 
fate  was  approaching.  On  the  arrival 
of  the  furgeon,  he  declared  the  wound 
Mr.  FI had  received  would  pro- 
bably prove  mortal,  and  recommended 
the  arrangement  of  his  affairs.     Mr. 

H received  the  news  with  great 

agony, 
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agony,  and  defired  that  I  might  be 
left  alone  with  him.  No  fooner  was 
this  reque-il  granted,  than  he  addrefled 
m.e  in  the  following  terms :  "In  me. 
Sir,  behold  the  moil  unfortunate,  and 
alas  !  the  moft  guilty  of  men.  The 
lady,  v/hofe  ill-timed  vifit  has  loft  me 
my  life,  is,-— I  tremble  to  pronounce 
theword,— my  wife.  "  Seeing  me  pale 
with  horror,  he  proceeded."  No  won- 
der. Sir,  that  you  fliould  behold  with 
horror  one  v^ho  has  repayed  unbounded 
hcfpitality  by  •  unequalled  villainy.  The 
bare  remembrance  of  my  own  guilt 
diftracLS  me.  The  avvful  hour  is  now 
fail  approaching,  when  I  .mufl  receive 
my  final  doom  from  that  heaven, -whofe 
D  3  laws 
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laws  I  have  fo  daringly  violated.  To 
redrefs  the  injuries  I  have  committed, 
is,  alas !  impofTible.  My  death  will 
be  an  atonement  by  no  means  fuffi- 
cient.  I  cannot,  however^  leave  this 
world  till  you  fliall  be  informed,  that 
ten  thoufand  pounds,  the  whole  of  my 
property  that  is  at  my  difpofal,  has 
long  ago  been  transferred  by  me  into 
•the  hands  of  truflees  for  the  benefit  of 
my  much  injured  Harriet,  and  her 
unhappy  infant.  In  my  own  defence, 
I  have  nothing  to  urge.  Suffer  me 
only  to  remark,  that  my  m-isfortune 
arofe  from  the  avarice  of  my  father, 
who  forced  me  into  a  m^arriage  with 
tlie  woman  you  lately  faw^   and  whofe 

brother 
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l)rother  has  been  the  inilrument  in  the 
hand  of  Providence  to  inflid  on  me 
the  doom  I  fo  much  merited.  If 
poflible,  conceal  from  Harriet  that 
I  was  married.  Pi6lure,  for  her  fake^ 
an  innocent  deception,  and  tell  her 
that  i  was  only  engaged  to  that  lady. 
This  will  contribute  to  promote  her  re- 
pofe,  and  the  deception  may  poffibly 
plead  the  merit  of  prolonging  a  life,  fo 
dear  to  you.  For  the  elevated  mind 
of  my  Harriet  would  never  furvive 
the  fatal  difcovery  of  my  villainy.—- 
But,  oh  1  when  my  unhappy  child 
iliall  aik  the  fate  of  him  who  gave  her 
being,  in  pity  draw  a  veil  over  that 
guilt  which  can  fcarcely  hope  to  obtain 

the 
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the  pardon  of  heaven."  There  he 
ceafed,  and  uttering  a  fliort  prayer, 
expired.  Happily  for  Harriet  Ihe 
continued  in  a  Hate  of  infenfibility  for 
three  days,  during  which  time  I  had 
the  body  removed  to  a  neighbouring 
houfe,  there  to  wait  for  interment. 
Having    addrelTed   a    letter    to    Mr. 

H *s  agent  in  town,  he  fent  orders 

for  the  body  to  be  removed  to  the  fa- 
mily burying  place,  where  it  was  ac- 
cordingly interred.  Harriet  re- 
xovered  by  How  degrees  from  the  flate 
of  happy  infenfibility,  into  which  the 

death  of  Mr.  H had  plunged  her. 

Her  grief  became  filcnt  and  fettled. 
Groans   and  exclamations   now  gave 

way 
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way  to  fighs,  and  the  bitter  tears  of 
defponding  grief.  She  feldom  or  ever 
Ipoke^—  -but  would  cry  for  hours  to- 
gether over  her  haplefs  infant,  then 
call  on  the  ihadow  of  her  departed 
Henry,  little  fufpecling  the  irrepa- 
rable injury,  he  had  done  her.  It  was 
with  infinite  anxiety  I  beheld  the  de- 
cline of  Harriet's  health.  Prone  as 
we  ever  are  to  hope  what  we  ardently 
defire,  I  now  defpairedof  her  recovery.- 
Whilil  in  a  fcate  of  hopelefs  inadtivity, 
I  was  doomed  to  witnefs  the  lingering 
death  of  my  lamented  Harriet,  I  re- 
ceived a  vifit  from  an  old  friend.  On 
his  arrival  I  allotted  him  the  apartment' 

formerly  inhabited  by  Mr.  Hr and^ 

Har- 


(     42     ) 

Harriet.  About  midnight  he  was 
awakened  by  fome  one  entering  the 
apartment.  On  removing  the  curtain, 
he  difcovered,  by  the  light  of  the 
moon,  my  adored  Harriet  in  a  white 
drefs.  Her  eyes  were  open,  but  had 
a  vacant  look  that  plainly  proved  Ihe 
was  not  awake.  She  advanced  with  a 
flow  ftepj  then  feating  herfelf  at  the 
foot  of  the  bed,  remained  there  an 
hour,  weeping  bitterly  the  whole  timiC, 
but  without  uttering  a  word.  My 
friend,  fearful  of  the  confequences, 
forbore  to  awake  her,  and  fhe  retired 
with  the  fame  deliberate  flep  Die  had 
entered.  This  intelligence  alarmed  me 
^Dxceflively.    On  the  next  night  ihe  was 

watched, 
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watched,  and  the  fame  fcene  was  re- 
peated, with  this  difference,  that  after 
quitting  the  fatal  apartment,  fhe  went 
to  the  room  where  her  daughter  ufually 
flept ;  and  laying  herfelf  down  on  the 
bed,  wept   over  the  child    for  fome 
time ',  then  returned  to  her  apartment. 
The  next  morning  we  waited    with 
anxiety  for  her  appearance  at  break- 
fail;    but,    alas  1— Here   a    flood  of 
tears  afforded  to  my  friend  that  relief 
which  he  fo  much  needed;  and  we  re- 
turned to  the  houfe.      After   paiTing 
fome  days  with  this  worthy  couple,  I 
;  proceeded  on  miy  tour,  quitting,  with 
relu6tance,  the   abode  of  forrow  and 
refignation. 

F    I    N    I     S, 
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